THE POISONED WELL

PART 4:

SCREAMING
IN A
STAIRWELL

INRTODUCTION
You will say to me: in order to give an opinion on matters of this kind, another mental
cohesion and another perceptiveness are required. Well then, it is my weakness and my
absurdity to want to write at any cost, and to express myself.
I am a man who has greatly suffered in mind, and as such I have a right to speak. I know
how things carry on in there. I have agreed once and for all to submit to my inferiority. And yet I
am not stupid. I realize that it may be necessary to think further than I do, and perhaps
otherwise. I am waiting only for my brain to change, for its upper drawers to open. In an hour,
and perhaps tomorrow, my thinking will have changed, but this present thought exists, I won’t
let my thought be lost.
Antonin Artaud from “Anthology” (City Lights Books)

“It seems to me obvious.” Said Harriet
Another silence, and Dr. Gilly examined her well-kept hands. She sighed. Then she
looked up and met Harriet’s eyes with “If that is so, then what do you expect me to do about
it?’
Harriet insisted, “I want it said. I want it recognized. I just can’t stand it never being
said.”
Doris Lessing from “The Fifth Child”

What we have here is a series of letters that expand some of the points I made in the first three
parts and also strays into other areas I did not feel it necessary to include at that time. Part 4
also delves into a little of the psychological aspects of being a member of JP. They are selfexplanatory
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SECTION #1

YOU
CAN
ALWAYS
TELL

SWEDE

A

3 SEP 2015
Gary B. Walker
8303 West Higgins Road
Chicago IL 60631
Mr. Walker
Please find enclosed a reprint from my website: the poisonedwell.org It is the inside story of
the Jesus People of Chicago.
25 years ago I told ECC officials that you had a failed church (cult) on your hands. 25 years ago I
told you that no one in leadership was qualified to be a pastor. 25 years ago I told you that the
place was a mess and that the children were in danger.
Now the chickens are coming home to roost. This is not going to go away. Your “bury your head
in the sand” management strategy is not going to be effective this time around. You have a P.R.
problem.
So, may I suggest doing something that will not only reflect positively upon your organization
but will actually be useful? A win-win for all involved.
After reading The Poisoned Well you will see that JP is not that complex. It is and always has
been “The Elders for Life” that are the problem. Untrained, unqualified, unsupervised and
unaccountable “pastors” that ECC at one point foolishly ordained. It is and always has been the
inbred Florida Crew (Part 2 Section 8) and their lackeys that are the root cause of the troubles.
So, cut out the poison. Move out the last remnants of the regime. Vic Williams, Glenn Kaiser,
Neil Taylor, Ron Brown, Curt Mortimer and Jon Trott. Move out their extended (blood) families.
Replace with two ECC pastors (minimum 15 yrs. experience) from OUTSIDE of the group.
You have a failed church on your hands. It would be so easy for ECC to deal with this, instead of
hiding behind the sanctity of bureaucratic protocol.
No need to answer me. ECC will eventually answer to others. My contact information is below if
you wish to make use of it. I would be happy if you did and not surprised if you didn’t.
Shawn Haugh
420 S. College Ave.
Salina KS 67401

28 DEC 15
Gary B Walker
President ECC
8303 W. Higgins Road
Chicago IL 60631

Any accusations of abuse are from a few disgruntled members.
Larry Hill from the book “Fortney Road” by Jeff Stevenson
Mr. Walker
The time has come for me to ask your organization to verify exactly what you have done to
rectify the abuses inflicted upon the members of your church---Jesus People of Chicago.
My research leaves no doubt that ECC has done nothing of any consequence to deal with the
scandalous information that has been laid at your feet for the last 25 years. Instead ECC has
partnered with the overlords of JP in a campaign to cover up the abuses and crimes committed
there. That is the story I will continue to tell as I go forward in my endeavors to disseminate the
inside story of the joint. This is an opportunity for ECC to set the record straight. I will consider a
non-response tantamount to an admission of the truth in what I have said, and will say, about
your conduct. I trust that you have read my writing (The Poisoned Well) which I mailed to you
on 3 SEP 15. You know I am not a fan. However, I will keep an open mind and despite being
pessimistic to the point of hopelessness, I will extend this one last offer to you and ECC to work
together with me in an effort to begin the process of addressing these wrongs.
Following is a list of questions detailing part of this history.
#1) In the early 90’s the story going around was that ECC put a married couple inside JP for
three (?) months. They were said to be trusted long-term members of your church and were
supposed to have had backgrounds in the mission fields. Their assignment was to get an up
close/inside perspective and report back to Herb Freedholm (?) about what they experienced.
They supposedly were set up in the Magnolia building far from the center of overlord activity.
A) True?
B) If so, did they leave a written report and will you mail me a copy?
C) If no written documentation, then who exactly did they report to and what was the
nature of the information shared?

#2)

A) What was done about the letter I sent Dr. Nja in 1993?

Ron Enroth, in a letter to ECC concerning his meeting with two of your officials in LAX, asks
about a letter sent to your organization.
B) Was this my letter?
C) Why was he told to forget about it going anywhere?
#3) In a letter to Dr. Enroth, ECC stated that they had investigated the “allegations” and found
them false and malicious. This is impossible to believe since what was told you is/was true. I can
tell you that at that time I was in contact with every ex-member of JP known to man (I was the
one who had rounded them up in the first place). I know that your investigation did not include
interviews with former members. I would have heard if it had. This leads to a series of
questions and, in passing, I must say that “false and malicious” sounds a lot like an ECC version
of JP’s famous phrase, “bitter and disgruntled.”
A) Will you send me a copy of that report?
B) There were many people telling their stories. Exactly to whom and to which stories
specifically are you referring?
C) What methodology did ECC use in arriving at this conclusion? And how did you arrive
at the derogatory judgment of “malicious”?
In response to this, Dr. Enroth wrote back and asked if this investigation included a case of child
molestation. His question was not answered publically. On Jamie’s documentary, “No Place to
Call Home,” Vicki has come forward and told about her sexual abuse at the hands of Johnny
Herrin. I knew Vicki and her husband very well at the time (1990-95) and they told me two
horrific stories of their experiences. One was far worse than what she shares on Jamie’s video.
However, I did not hear the sexual abuse story at that time and remained unaware of it until I
watched the video a few weeks ago. I also know that she and her husband had been
interviewed by Ron during his time in Chicago.
D) Can it possibly be that her story is the one Dr. Enroth refers? Due to confidentiality
considerations a simple YES or NO is all the answer I need. Off the record if you prefer.
E) Did ECC ordain Johnny Herrin?
F) If so, what process was involved? He had no training, or valid credentials.
G) If not, why was he in “leadership”?

#4) In the late 1990’s former member Dennis Bragg brought a few issues to the attention of JP
about their various procedures and policies.
A) Did he contact ECC directly?
B) If so, what was done about it?
C). If not, did you hear about the controversy he generated?
#5) Dave Mortimer is a former member and also currently a pastor in an ECC church in
Wisconsin. He has archived a lot of material concerning the group. This includes his interactions
with officials at high levels in your organization. I believe he was the driving force behind an
open letter that 13 ex-members sent both to ECC and JP in an effort to bring about change and
reform. I have reviewed his material and see that nothing was done in regards to his concerns.
A) What, if anything, was done about the issues he raised?
#6) On Jamie’s documentary Justin tells his story. He is the son of Jim and Jeanne Denton.
Jeanne is also on the video. She is the one who left the message on Jaime’s voice mail. I had
one long talk with her back then. In fact I met her at her place of work, The Covenant Bookstore
on the corner of Foster and California Aves. Jim became a pastor for years at one of your
churches in Virginia after completing his education at North Park.
A) Did either of them raise concerns with anyone at ECC about the policies inside JP?
B) If so, what was done about it?
C) If not, (and even if so) has anyone gone back to talk to them now that the “kids” have
courageously come forward to spill the beans?
#7) In the USA Today article 7 APR 2014 an ECC spokesperson states “We take these allegations
seriously and our hearts ache over the news of harm to children and the lingering pain felt by
adult survivors of abuse.” Nice sentiments--BUT
A) Please send me a brief account of what actions you have taken in the last year and
eight months to follow through on the sentiments of your seriously achey breaky hearts.
B) Now that Jamie’s lawsuit is done, what have you done in an effort to personally reach
out to him. As far as I am aware, ALL of his attempts to communicate with you have been
ignored, just has mine were over two decades ago.

I have primarily listed only the efforts that have generated controversy. I know of several cases
in which individuals have sent letters to you in a sincere attempt to bring about positive
change. There are probably more that I am unaware of so feel free to list any actions you may
have taken that improved the situation inside JP.
Due to the “tumultuous” nature of my last encounter with your organization, I hope you
understand why I must put a time limit on how long I will wait for a response to this letter. My
mailbox 22 JAN 2016. Any response will count. If not, then I will feel free and unhindered to tell
the inside story of JP, and your role, in the way the facts I have researched dictate.
Awaiting Your Reply,

Shawn Haugh
420 S. College Ave.
Salina KS 67401

(Again)

26 MAR 16
Jerome Nelson
President Central Conference
4055 W Peterson Ave.
Chicago IL 60640

Mr. Nelson,
I know this is an exercise in futility but I want record to be clear that I have given ECC more than
enough information to enable you to see the necessity of hiring independent and qualified
professionals to investigate JPUSA.
What I specifically want from you is an answer to the letter I sent Gary Walker dated 28 DEC 15.
I have replaced his name with yours and the contents now apply directly to you as the head of
the Central Conference. I have also enclosed a copy of a letter I sent to Chis Smith that deals
with research issues. You can use it as a road map.
I want you to know that I was one of the first whistleblowers to expose the nastiness that goes
on inside your little cult. I want you to know I was the one who lit the fuse that eventually led to
Dr. Ron Enroth’s involvement in the early 1990’s. I met with Herb and John Hull in 1990 and was
treated by these men with a disdain that bordered on contempt. I expect no different from you
or your organization this time around. I know it is an exercise in futility to get ya’ll to listen to
reason. However, I will leave the door open for a miracle---Surprise me.
So here we are 26 years later. Please quit pretending you are deaf and blind to the ”problems”
at JP. You do not have to continue to treat me like an adversary because I have the caring and
courage to directly speak the truth to you. Work with me to get the joint investigated and we
can then go on from there in reality.
It would be short-sighted of you not to take advantage of my generous and final offer.
My mailbox 15 APR 16. Any response will count.
Uffda,

Shawn Haugh
420 S. College Ave.
Salina KS 67401

P.S. #1
What you may not know. JP would have closed and died its fitting and natural death no later
than 2000. It has been ECC’s intervention with your influence and financial support that has
kept the place afloat this long.
Succession in authoritarian cults is always problematic. With the departure of the two lead
henchmen (Ida Dawn and son) there exists a tension between the Old Guard and the Young
Turks. The external pressures will continue to increase as more and more of the truth is
exposed. Combine these two elements and it will not be long before things inside will reach a
tipping point and spiral downward rapidly. The group is going to implode. Hopefully the Chicago
EMS won’t have to go in there with body bags when this happens. JP may very well take your
denomination down with it when it goes. Kind of an apocalyptic BOGO.
P.S. #2
A story from your Salina KS affiliate. I have a friend who belongs to a small United Methodist
church. Three summers ago she signed her 12 yr. old daughter up for the VBS program in the
local ECC church because her church did not have a VBS program and some of her daughter’s
schoolmates were going to attend. At the end of the first day there was a “fun-time” exercise.
The children were paired in twos and instructed to remove their shoes and socks. They were
given bowls of Cheetos and told to put them between their toes. They were to eat the Cheetos
off each other’s feet. Disturbing as this is, some of the parents who had arrived early to pick up
their kids and the staff pressured those children who were reluctant to participate in this act of
public humiliation, to get involved. Some of the adults were recording this activity on their
smart phones. The second week (and last for my friends) the exercise was to have the children
form a large circle around a table upon which was placed two large tubs of Jello. Each in turn
was to go to the center and announce a title for Jesus, like The Good Shepherd etc… They then
were to step toward one of the kids in the circle and fling the Jello into the child’s face.
What in the world is wrong with you guys?
Little wonder that children being used as sex toys inside JP doesn’t seem to bother you a bit.
Mr. Nelson:

FUN TIME IS OVER

SECTION #2

VOTE
EARLY

VOTE
OFTEN

18 DEC 15
James Cappleman
46th Ward Alderman
4544 N. Broadway
Chicago IL 60640
Mr. Cappleman,

Thank you for our conversation of 8 DEC 15.
Enclosed is a reprint from my website: The Poisoned Well (.org). It is the inside story of Jesus
People. The Harry Powell alias was a persona I created in order to deal with the complications
arising from choosing to let this JP nastiness back into my life again after two decades.
For the record. You stated that there were legal means to address any wrongs inflicted upon
the members. You take JP at their word that they are a church and were disposed to stay out of
any internal controversy, since this is essentially outside the political process. You also stated
that every alderman would do likewise.
Couldn’t agree with you more. Thank you for you forthrightness and giving me permission to
put you on the record.
I have two reasons for inquiring. The first is personal curiosity. I was inside JP when the alliance
with Helen Shiller was formed. It turned out to be a cozy, long term and mutually beneficial
partnership. Such is ward politics. I wonder if you have read Milton Rakove’s books on the
subject. He discussed how it worked in Alderman Mell’s fiefdom. Fascinating.
The second is the general research aspect. Organizations like JP are always deceptive, always
aberrational and most often toxic. By toxic I simply mean that a member will walk out of the
group with more problems and troubles and in far worse shape than when he/she walked in.
That’s if they are lucky enough to get out. What is experienced inside and the story
disseminated to the public outside are entirely different scripts. These groups are parasitic and
drain resources (human and economic) from the society around them in order to be used for
their own ends. These groups exist in a social context, even the compound out in the country
variants. How they interact and co-opt the surrounding political, social and economic milieu is a
subject worthy of study. It has implications in the separation of church and state issues. The
text book example of this is Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple while HQ’ed in San Francisco.

Otherwise, I am glad that you are credentialed as an L.C.S.W. The most competent therapist I
ever interacted with had the same. I’ve interacted with a few. You can say that I have been an
avid hobbyist of the therapeutic arts since leaving the group. LOL. Hopefully you can bring this
expertise to bear upon what I have written.
I have been reading your newsletter for the past few months and I am impressed. You seem to
approach you job more in the spirit of public service than as a politician. I do have an inkling of
how much hard work and dedication it takes. I knew a few people back in the day who were
involved in block clubs in Rogers Park and all who knew David Orr admired him.
I know this is a lot to drop in your lap and isn’t typical light holiday reading. I am not asking that
you do anything but read what I wrote. My overall aim is to inform anyone who has dealings
with JP about the true nature of the group. The inside story.
Thank you for listening. It means a lot to me. Of course if you want any more info or wish to talk
about this, I’d be happy to oblige.

Shawn Haugh
420 S. College Ave.
Salina KS 67401
(785) 819 0054
Shawn.haugh@yahoo.com

SECTION #3

WHO

YA

GONNA

CALL ?

24 AUG 15
Gregory Sammons
Wellspring
525 Richland Ave.
Athens OH 45701

Mr. Sammons,
I trust that you received my mailing. It occurred to me that I should have been more specific in
my last letter. The main things I am asking for are the following facts:
1.) The total number of ex-JP’s that have received services at Wellspring.
2.) Did Wellspring establish a “scholarship” fund to help former members pay for
treatment at your facility? If yes, during what years? Also WHY did you feel the need to offer
such a program?
3.) Wellspring’s definition of a cult.
4.) (Optional) A very brief summary of the presenting psychological issues that the
majority of ex-members sought help to recover from.
I am currently trying to provide help and support to the former members. I can leverage this
information in my endeavors.
I am not asking Wellspring to “take on” JP. NOR am I asking you to share any opinions or make
any pronouncements concerning the group (past or present). I am only asking for the facts as
they pertain to the ex’s AFTER they left the group. How we got the way we were before we
showed up on your doorstep is our story to tell and part of what I am trying to bring about.
I apologize for not including this information in my last correspondence and I assure you that I
will make it abundantly clear that any information provided does NOT constitute an
endorsement of what I or any former member may say about JP.
Thank you for your attention to this request.
Shawn Haugh
420 S, College Ave.
Salina KS 67401

28 DEC 15
Greg Sammons
Wellspring
525 Richland Ave.
Athens OH 45701

In defense of Enroth’s work, Paul Martin, the director of Wellspring Retreat and Resource
Center……that JPUSA “displays virtually every sign that I watch for in overly authoritative and
totalitarian groups.” Taken from the Ronald Enroth Wikipedia page. The passage it quotes is
from Kirstin Scharnberg’s 1 APR 01 Chicago Tribune article.

Mr. Sammons
Dr. Martin told me the exact same thing when I was at Wellspring in about 1993. He was a good
man and I was sorry to hear about his passing.
In reference to my letter of 24 AUG 15 (reprint enclosed), Larry called me 30 SEP 15 and was
able to answer the questions I had asked.
#2 Wellspring did not have a fund set up specifically for ex-JP’s. He said that there was a
victim’s assistance fund for general use to offset expenses for anyone feeling they needed help.
Sadly he said that it has been depleted for a while. This fact is contrary to the prevalent rumor
and points out the necessity to Verify,Verify, Verify. Everything in and around JP is/has always
been a house of mirrors.
#1 Surprised to hear that has of SEP 09 only six ex-JP’s have been to your Center. Guess that
makes me one of the extremely lucky ones. This statistical sample is too small to make the
answer to #4 of any value to me. In light of what I have seen and read on the ex-JP facebook
sites I probably shouldn’t have been as surprised as I was. Most of the ex’s are still
indoctrinated, some of them very heavily. My gut reaction when I first looked at these sites
was: Great!!! After 20 years we not only have a cult on Wilson Ave., now we have an ex-JP cult
on social media. I wish this were a case of me being overly pessimistic, but sadly it is not. You
can take the member out of the cult but getting the cult out of the member is a far more
difficult and complex task, as I am sure you are aware.

#3 CULT!!! Now here is the problem. There is not a standard and accepted definition of the
term. It is thrown around as a derogatory label without regard for any actually meaning. In fact,
there is seldom agreement until you have the bodies pile up. Then there is a lot of wailing and
gnashing of teeth. Why didn’t anyone see this before-hand? A lay person, like myself, can only
shake their head in wonder at the confusion of “experts” who cannot even define their chosen
topic of study. A lot like the therapeutic community which can’t agree on the definition of the
term ego, let alone explain it. Leaving behind an accurate and easy to understand definition
before I pack this thing in is something I will do when/if I find the time. I am not meaning to be
negative with you or anyone working in the field, but just stating the objective reality. The fact
that JP and Cornerstone Magazine for many years enjoyed a reputation for being “cult experts”
is only one of many things I could point to in verifying this view. Well JP is certainly a group that
is an expert on cults, but not for the reasons generally assigned. LOL
Larry gave me a definition from his forthcoming (I hope) book. It was long and unwieldy BUT
ACCURATE. We boiled it down to a series of adjectives. Abusive, Manipulative, Autocratic. Larry
also mentioned the requirement of the near unquestioning obedience of a member. Also the
idea held by the group of its uniqueness and the belief that it possesses esoteric and hidden
knowledge. I called this “The Real Truth” in what I wrote in 1990. I will tell you beyond a
shadow of doubt that JP fits the bill, and then some.
So what to do? I am asking your organization to be a little less equivocal in your opinion about
JP. I am not asking you to go out and spread the word, just when the opportunity arises in the
press or in your dealings with/at any professional societies/conferences. The Dr. Martin quote I
started the letter with was insightful in 1993 and I will always appreciate the fact he said it to
me. But after all this time and with the revelations that have come out, an opinion like this is
woefully outdated. No need to respond directly unless you want to. I will send out Part 4 of The
Poisoned Well when I get it done.
Thank You for your attention to what I have written.

Shawn Haugh
420 S. College Ave.
Salina KS 67401
(785) 819 0054

SECTION #4

BROTHERS
IN
ARMS

10 AUG 2015
Eric Pement
Executive Director
Evangelical Ministries to New Religions
P.O. Box 428
Wonder Lake, IL 60097
Eric,
Enough is Enough. I have written the inside story of the Jesus People group of Chicago. It is available on
line at thepoisonedwell.org. It’s not that complex. You know as well as I do that what I have written is
true. You know as well as I do that the group is a Shepherding Movement structured sect and therefore
a doctrinally poisoned well. You know as well as I do that the stories of the felonious assault of children
inside the group are true. So, why the silence that makes you an accomplice?
Since EMNR boasts of being experts on new/deviant religious groups, I am asking that you and your
buddies do something to break the silence. I am only asking for the same consideration and treatment
EMNR would give to ex-members of the Unification Church or COG, or even an ex-Mormon. I am only
asking that you listen. You cannot know the inside story of JP unless you talk to the ones that lived
inside. Except for Ron Enroth and Wellspring, nobody in the Evangelical/Protestant community has given
us a fair hearing.
It’s a disgrace.
I will be happy to work out the details with you or any representative(s) of EMNR.

Awaiting Your Reply,

Harry Powell
420 S. College Ave.
Salina, KS 67401
(785) 819 0054

3 OCT 15
Eric Pement
Executive Director, EMNR
P.O. Box 57387
Jacksonville FL 32241
Eric,
WOW!!! Thank you for taking the time to respond and for reading what I wrote. It means a lot
to me. I am shocked to learn that you spent 24 years at JP. I did not know. I am so, so sorry that
you lost so much of your self in there. It puts things into a different perspective for me.
Legally changed my name---that is funny. No I haven’t, there are far too many Harry Powells in
this world already. Harry is a “screen” name I use on-line and is, in practical terms, a persona I
created to act as a buffer between me and the ugliness of dealing with JP again, after a twenty
year hiatus. Harry is a combative know-it-all and I had to write The Poisoned Well from that
“mind space”. I learned last time around that it is counter-productive to try and discourse with
deceit or to reason rationally with deception. The best you can do is state the facts and point
out the absurdity of the lies.
About my letter, I apologize. I was in the process of transition from (interior focused) writing to
(exterior focused) social interaction and have spent the last few weeks putting Harry away. He
got off the leash and the tone of what I wrote to you embarrasses me now. I had second
thoughts the minute I mailed it. I never should have included the last line “It’s a disgrace” I was
wrong to do so. I never should have called you an accomplice. I was wrong to do so and will in
the future not do so or imply it. If you say you don’t feel that way, fine by me. If you want to
discuss this further give me a call. I am very good at doing an honest and heartfelt tenth step.
Lord knows, I’ve had a lot of practice. LOL
Now to content.
1.) It is a little unclear to me if this is an official EMNR response. I will assume it is since it is on
their stationary.
2.) Larry at Wellspring told me that EMNR used to have, what he called a “catalogue”, or list of
organizations that are involved in counter-cult research and/or outreach. Anything you could
do to steer me to these people working in this field would be appreciated. I feel like a lost little
Catholic red riding hood in this scary Evangelical forest. LOL
3.) O.K. Let me rephrase. “Nobody in the Evangelical/Protestant community has given us a fair
hearing, except Dr. Enroth, Wellspring and MCOI.”

If there are others please let me know. I will change my point of view has the facts dictate. I did
some research in an effort to get brought up to speed on the events of 20 years and I did not
find any rational or sane treatments of the “problems” at JP. (This is in part why I wrote what I
did ) Most of what I did find was horribly atrocious propaganda and balderdash. Tim Morgan’s
Christianity Today article, although journalistically neutral, did not have enough background or
context to aid in the reader’s understanding of JP. I get it. No hard feelings. CT is not in the
business of investigative reporting.
4.) Your statement is quite plain. But you did make many more statements than this one, didn’t
you? I think the comment made by Jon Trott’s daughter sums it up very well when she said that
you sound like her dad. I am content to let her words be the last words on the subject.
5.) As for the differences in our (subjective) perspectives, I addressed this in The Poisoned Well,
Part 3-Section 11: “Final Thoughts”. I haven’t gotten around to putting in the verse numbers.
LOL. Your condescending “everyone is entitled to their own opinion” malarkey only serves to
hide the fact, from yourself and others, that there is a verifiable and objective reality in regard
to what JP is. It is not that complex.
So, no need to respond officially. If you feel like communicating off record, I’d be happy to do
so. I hope you will pass on what you can in regards to 2.) and 3.) but I’m sure I’ll find my way
regardless. I will send you another packet of stuff in about a week so has to keep you in the
loop. I hope to wrap up my endeavors by the New Year but I may be just B.S.-ing myself. When
push comes to shove I will unplug July 1st and hope to live what is left to me of the next 20
years without ever again hearing that obscene 5 letter J-bomb.

Shawn Haugh
420 S. College Ave.
Salina KS 67401
(785) 819-0054
P.S. Any reason EMNR’s website cannot set up a link to The Poisoned Well? You could put one
of those lawyer disclaimers on it like “The views expressed may not be …blah, blah, blah…” Just
a thought.

29 APR 16
Eric Pement
PO BOX 57387
Jacksonville FL 32241

Eric,
It has been a while. In my last letter I told you that I would keep you in the loop but I have been
hibernating this winter, building up my strength for dealing with this JP nonsense. So, I will try
to make up for this now in both quantity and quality.
A) SOCIAL STRATIFICATION
It is easy to see how a person’s life becomes constricted and narrowed when they get recruited
into a cult. What I find impossible to explain to outsiders is: that once inside JP a member is
further isolated within their social structure of “families.” These families are separate sub-tribes
and they function as semi-autonomous and semi enclosed units within the overall command
and control structure of authoritarian submission.
A tidbit Jamie shared on his documentary was when he talked about the reception he got when
he visited third floor Malden (The Florida Crew’s environs). Looking back I too can remember
feeling the difference in “atmospheres” between the parts of the property. The Magnolia
building was Outer Siberia and the “single-brother” dorms in the Leland building were on the
dark side of the moon. I don’t think any female ever set foot in that building during the entire
time I lived there. Where the overlords decided to house you carried a social status/stigma that
reflected your place in the food chain and we all instinctively knew it and responded
accordingly. It was a nonverbal form of communication that reinforced the elite’s authority. It
was a hive-conciseness that reduced your individuality and worth to your function. I don’t know
how you can explain it to an outsider unless they have lived through something similar. Just
BEING in the place is psychologically damaging. Of course, some of this is the way things are
everywhere and your address or zip code can function in the same way in the society at large.
What is astounding about JP is that this is all compressed into a tiny almost hermitically sealed
society. If the academics ever figure this out they will know what a gold mine they have here. JP
is basically a laboratory for research in a number of fields.
It also shows up the JP propaganda about how we were all one big happy family. There is not
one JP. There are many versions contained within that nether-sphere. Unlike a tardis, JP is
much smaller on the inside. Oh Missy, what have you done?

B) STRANGERS IN PARADISE
Eric, I have no idea who you are. I have sat in a coffee shop, met a total stranger and knew
more about them in five minutes of conversation than I know about you. I only remember
interacting with you once during the entire time I was inside. It was when I was assigned to be a
buddy/babysitter for some guy who was visiting the C-stone mag for about a week. I imagine
that ya’ll wanted him out from underfoot. Our communication consisted of me giving you the
daily report on our activities and conversations. Despite the JP propaganda about the value and
need for the “buddy system,” it has the Russian guide/translator element to it, like the accounts
dignitaries retell about when they had visited the country under Communist rule. I do not think
that I ever said one word to your wife, Barb. If I remember correctly, you both joined a bit after
I did, so that would make the time span 9-10 years.
Anyway, turns out I had a few resentments towards you and Jon Trott for the way in which you
guys attacked Ron Enroth. It did not seem important to work out decades ago, especially when I
walked away from the whole mess in 1995. But it really is none of my business and I don’t see
any good coming from dredging up this part of the past. I have adjusted my attitude. One
question: which one of you two do I have to thank for The Poisoned Well title? At the time I
couldn’t help feeling as if that term was covertly directed at me. I have never been sure
because back then I was still very emotionally damaged and mentally ill from my experiences in
JP. It amazes me when I look back now and see how much of this I got right even with those
handicaps. I had a lot of help from some wonderful people.
I plan to disseminate the inside story as widely as possible and try to bring about some positive
change. I don’t want there to be any misunderstandings about your role inside the joint. You
were in a different world than I was. Your function as a C-stone staff writer carried a lot of
prestige but you had no part in the overlords’ decision making process. You did your “ministry
for Jesus” the same as the rest of us underlings. It was just that you were closely involved in
one of their pet projects. I get it. I experienced this in the last year and a half when I was
assigned to work for the band. I know you worked hard as well, especially when the print
deadline approached and sleep became a theoretical concept LOL
So Erick, even though I doubt that this is the start of a beautiful relationship, I still felt like I
needed to clear the air a bit.

C) THE POISONED WELL PART 1 SECTION 5
This section in TPW is about the day Ron invited you to breakfast. Mystified why you turned
him down. I don’t know what reasoning the overlords gave you to persuade you not to attend.
Maybe they just said no when you submitted the request. Don’t know and don’t care. I bring it
up because it may mean something to you if you had the facts.
Ron was extremely busy and on a tight schedule during his stay here while interviewing the
ex’s. When he set aside time to meet with you, it showed me how important your friendship
was to him. Ron also graciously invited me and a non-ex-J.P. friend of mine to attend, in part,
because we were his unofficial hosts. My friend and I had made the decision that as soon as the
last forkful of eggs was dispatched we would make ourselves scarce and give you two all of the
privacy and time his schedule permitted.
I have to confess that I was nervous about it and was relieved when you did not attend. I was
committed to keeping the interaction social and NOT raising any “issues.” I wondered if you
were going to bring along a buddy. If you did, I really, really hoped it wasn’t going to be Jon
Trott. I knew him a bit while inside. Never liked him. Never trusted him. Some people in this
world you get along with, others you don’t. C’est la vie. Anyway, that is the way it would have
gone down, just so you know. Goodness knows what they were saying about me in there at
that time. I did hear some of what the company line was later. Unflattering to say the least.
Looking back I am sorry that it did not happen.
I think it would have done both of us some good in our lives if it had.

D) MCOI
Last August I talked to Don Veinot briefly and had a more extensive conversation with Ron
Henzel. Both read TPW and gave me positive feedback. I had forgotten, until Ron H. reminded
me, that we had met once in the early 90’s. It was in Lake County at a support group meeting
for ex-cult members run by a man named Terry Butz who was associated with CAN
before/during their times of trouble in court. Ron H. said, “You were the long haired guy who
was really angry.” Yep, that would have been me/Harry. He also remembered that I said, ”If it
looks like a duck, walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, then it is a duck. JP is a cult.” Guess I
left an impression. LOL

Jamie is fulfilling the same whistle-blower function I did when I was at war with JP/ECC in the
early 90’s.He used a movie camera and I a dot matrix printer. Not many know this; but it was I
who lit the fuse that led to Dr. Enroth’s involvement. He may or may not have gotten involved
without what I did. All the credit goes to him and his caring heart. I will be forever in his debt
for the kindness he showed me. However, without the groundwork I laid he would not have
come to Chicago (Niles actually) and found a consensus among a ready-made and cohesive
group of ex-members willing and wanting to testify. The consensus? I’m glad you asked. Things
at JP need changed. It is a simple idea that is as true (and truer) today as it was then.

E) THE LONG GOODBYE #1 RES BAND
Normal (non-indoctrinated) people always ask me how I managed to get out of a cult. I was
very lucky because I stared my deprogramming process in the last year and a half that I was
inside. Short answer: my sense of critical thinking/objectivity had become awakened. This is the
part of the individual that the brainwashing process works to suppress and kill. The experience
of being at JP but not in (no longer sold out to) JP was amazingly instructive. My post leaving
dreams were always from this time. In them I was always seeing (and sometimes telling others)
that things are not right. The question that I always felt in these dreams was---Then why are
you still here? That always triggered the fear of breaking away and guilt that I was a gutless
hypocrite by staying.
And now a couple of stories for your reading pleasure.
I lobbied for and got assigned to work with the band in 1985. The band contained three
members of The Florida Crew: Johnny, Wendy and Glenn. Jim and Stu were underlings like the
rest of us, although mini-overlords (straw bosses) who carried the title of “deacon.” Like you
Eric, they had no say in the decision making processes of the elite (council). I first drove them
around in a small R.V. that they used courtesy of one of the members’ parents. I then drove the
semi-truck with the stage gear. We plan to enter Canada north of Seattle on our way to do a
series of shows moving from west to east across the country with the first one being south of
Vancouver. The promoter there goes by the book and pulls temporary work visas for us that
will apply for the entire tour. This necessitates our having to pass through the commercial
checkpoint rather than the visitors’ one. They were miles apart and the commercial one with
the semi-truck traffic means it is more congested, slower and stricter than the other. Johnny
gets the idea that this is too much of a hassle and we pull into the visitor facility so as to get
across quicker.

E) #1 CON’T (a)
Wendy and the guys are all decked out in their stage attire complete with leather, chains etc…
We hand over our I.D.’s to a customs official and he starts asking questions. Glenn does all the
talking. The guy asks, “Are you in a band?” Glenn is like, “Oh no, we are just tourists here for a
visit blah, blah, blah.” While he is lying his ass off I am sitting in a chair about ten feet away
laughing my ass off. I’m thinking, “Come on. Who are you kidding?” He let us across anyway. I
still get a chuckle out of this. Oh no, we’re not in a band. Riiiiight. And that multi-colored haired
chick with the frizzy rainbow midi-skirt and too much makeup? Her mother lets her out of the
house dressed like that? LOL
To finish the story. We get to the venue and I’m with the band in the dressing room noshing
away on the deli party-tray. The promoter comes in and asks to see the paperwork. An
awkward silence and I’m told to leave the room and wait in the hall. I guess the adults needed
to talk. It takes about 15 minutes for them with raised voices to hash it out. Back down to the
border we race and I’m told to step on it and end up going about as fast as the old rattletrap
will go. 80-85 mph, (not kilometers). The promoter must have called ahead and we get in and
out of the proper facility quickly and back we go breaking the speed limit all the way. The show
goes on about an hour late.
This story is later when I am driving the semi during a tour in Texas. By this time the bloom is off
the rose for ”Rez Band—Pioneers of Christian Rock.” Two of the eight gigs are cancelled due to
nearly nonexistent ticket sales and the promoter wants to axe a third. It makes Spinal Tap look
like U2. There were as about as many comp-tickets as paid admissions among the very few
attendees. When it’s over and I am back in Chicago, Glenn gets up to preach at the Sunday
service and starts to go on and on, raving about how God’s Spirit was moving and the souls
coming to Jesus through the band’s efforts during the Texas tour. You’d have thought he was
describing Charles Finney’s Great Awakening. This did bother me. I thought that if he is this far
out of touch with reality on this point, then what else is he/the council B.S.-ing us about?
I have about two dozen stories like these from this time of up-close interaction with that trio.
Unlike other things that happen inside J.P., these are not felonies. And that is my point. The
people running the place are average human beings. They have their strengths and flaws like
everyone. So why am I “in obedience” to them to interpret God’s will and plan for my life? To
be brutally truthful, not one in the trio is the sharpest knife in the drawer. Eric, you or I could
run circles around these three intellectually, even if we were half asleep.

E) #1 CON’T (b)
A moment of clarity. I love that phrase. It is an A.A. concept. A passage from a book about the
life of Henri Bergson: “Just as a tiny crystal dropped into a saturated solution summons to itself
the immense multitude of scattered molecules and makes the bubbling liquid change suddenly
into a mass of solids…” Although this is referring to another subject it is a good description of
what happens inside a human being at the moment of clarity. Things crystalize. Many of my
experiences then had this quality. The Call the Doctor section that ends TPW Part 1 is from that
year and a half. Time seems to stop, focus is sharpened and you know in your gut that this
moment will be imprinted upon your memory forever. You change. You are never able (even if
you try) to see things the same way again. There is no going back, a page has been turned. The
religious tend to call it a revelation or a conversion. A.A. calls it spiritual and a creative might
call it inspiration.
In reality it is a normal and natural psychological phenomenon. It is a part of the growth,
development and maturation process of the intelligence in the human being. A.A. preaches that
it can happen quickly or slowly. The lyric from the Wallflowers song “One Headlight” describes
the slow path: “I know I haven’t changed but I know I’m not the same.” The basic purpose of
therapy is to facilitate this process, stringing together these insights like pearls on a necklace.
When done effectively there will be times when they are accompanied by tears. This is where
the emotional healing happens and you pass from deprogramming and can now begin to use
the term recovery. We recover our selfs in our tears.
That is the long answer of how “I got myself out of a cult.” I kept seeing the discord between
what was being said and what I was being indoctrinated to believe vis a vis the reality around
me. This disconnection provoked insights that changed me. It is probably more precise to say: “I
grew out of it.”
Briefly: It is accurate to apply the word lie to the first story. In the second story it is not. What is
going on in the second is a manifestation of the brainwashing. The behavior in the first is
intentional. There is an objective component in that Glenn is aware and KNOWS that what he is
saying does not represent reality. In the second this objective component is lacking. The
overlords have sold themselves (and us) this story of their own closeness to God that they
“believe their own press clippings” as it were. Glenn is NOT aware that his recounting of the
events in Texas is an inaccurate representation of reality. I call it delusion and the symptom is
the end result of this mental illness, along with sociopathic behavior. It is the blind leading the
blind. The overlords are average and ordinary. However, what they are NOT: is normal.

F) THE LONG GOODBYE #2 MALDEN NEIGHBORS
After being relieved from the work grind I began to get involved in “outreach” in the
neighborhood when we weren’t on the road. The same kind of insights happened. What I found
was that the people I “went over the fence” to save and help were not the stereotype I/we had
of them as lost and helpless sinners. They helped to save me. The religious arrogance I/we at JP
held as “messengers of God’s Truth” still disgusts, appalls, sickens and humbles me to this day.
What I found were human beings dealing with a range of life’s problems, most of them with a
grace and courage unknown inside our JP playpen. Some of them had addiction, emotional and
mental issues and a few were just outright sickos and creeps. Many had gotten dealt a fairly
bad hand and/or were hurting from a raw deal or two somewhere along the line.
The disconnection here was the emotional response I felt in myself in being in each
environment. Outside the JP compound felt freer and open in contrast to the controlled and
obsessive nature of life inside. It felt like a breath of fresh air. I experienced a wide range of
emotions “out there” versus the constricted responses of guilt, fear and self-righteousness that
I felt inside due to the nature of the brainwashing. Also my reception from our neighbors was
open. Most were welcoming and befriended me with a sincerity, honesty and “realness” that
my relationships inside did not have. Life inside began to look petty and phony because
underneath it all I began to see how being accepted in the JP society was ENTIRELY dependent
upon the obedience and submission to the structure. One small hint of “discord” and the
friendliness got turned off fast. During my very last months there I could taste the awkwardness
in the air surrounding me and see the nervousness in my former “comrades” if I even
approached them. Found out years later that a number of them had been ordered by their
family heads not to talk with me. To sum it up I’d say that I began to see how much JP “was the
boss of me.” It is beyond my limited writing skill to put this experience into words that would
do justice to its depth.
The neighbors referred to us as JP’s, not by the five letter J-bomb that we called ourselves. It is
beyond my comprehension why the ex-members still refer to themselves by an acronym
chosen for them by their former masters and victimizers. The unanimous opinion of our
neighbors was that we were weird. They looked at JP as a soft touch where they could maybe
get a free handout in exchange for a sob story. This reality is, again, at odds with the selfglorifying image we had of our activities and what we propagated to our Evangelical supporters.

G) THE LONG GOODBYE #3 READ TO LIVE
I talked to a De Paul political science professor one day over a latte. He made the point that a
big part of the fall of the Soviet Union was due to the invention of the fax machine. When this
tool became available the Communist Party rulers could not control and/or stop the free flow
of information. Supposedly the CIA had covert operations that would smuggle these machines
into the Iron Curtain countries via Poland. I have never verified his claims but that is at least one
Jesuit’s view. I feel it has the ring of truth simply because of what I experienced at JP.
The control of information. Part of the brainwashing process is teaching an individual to
suspend, suppress and kill his/her critical thinking in the name of belief and obedience. This
function is then replaced with a pre-set and unquestionable doctrinal truth. When a “leader”
can convince the person that he/she is the arbitrator of that truth you then get a pliable and
compliant tool to be manipulated to whatever ends the overlord deems holy. Information
outside of, or in contradiction to this “truth” must be kept from the underlings in order not to
awaken any latent reasoning/thinking processes.
The process has an external and internal component to the censorship. It is the doing it to
yourself, becoming your own victimizer, that causes the real psychological damage. The de jure
censorship eased up a bit while I was there but the de facto never did. We were kept way, way
too busy to explore other ideas through books or movies or the arts, even in the unlikely event
that the idea occurred to us. This is the third part of my transformation that led to me getting
out. I began to read and discovered a whole new world outside of the sterile and simplistic
Evangelical ghetto. Not just the “secular” writers. I remember reading Thomas Merton and
Origen and having the scales fall from my eyes with the insight that: There are other ways to
express and live Christianity instead of this narrow “born-again” version which is the only one
JP preached or allowed you access. One Way???? Hardly.
Again it is impossible to describe the emotional impact this had upon me. I remember the JPspeak phrase “soulish.” It was used as a derogatory and anyone targeted with this word was
thought to be “carnal” (i.e. sentimental) a cut below the committed disciple the rest of us were.
In actuality it was applied to the part of human behavior that normal (non-indoctrinated)
people call emotions. Brainwashing not only shuts down your objective reasoning but deforms
your emotional affect. It changes who you are for the worse.
I’ll go into detail elsewhere in Part 4.

H) HOUSE OF MIRRORS
That is how I got out of the cult and what my leaving process was like. I was very fortunate
because it gave me a leg up on most of the people who left, especially the ones who were
booted out into the world in a heartbeat. What I did not find out until over three years later,
when I began talking to ex-members, was how information was controlled inside the joint. The
Johnny and Kim story is well known now, but even though I was working with the band I did not
hear it until Jeanie told me some 6-8 years later when she had been out for a bit. As you know it
was not uncommon for people to disappear in the night. One might hear a rumor or two but
the “official” line was usually bunk. In Kim’s case it was said that: “She had gone back out into
the world.” Riiight. A “deaconess” that had been there longer than I had, married to the band’s
soundman suddenly, for no apparent reason, jumps ship leaving her kid behind. Makes no
sense if you look at it objectively. I had been in their family for a while, knew her and liked her,
yet I didn’t think it strange, just shrugged my shoulders and went on.
Another story was the couple that left whom I did not ever hear any explanation or rumor
concerning the reasons. I had known the guy well because he also was on the work crews. A
year after I left I walked into a store somewhere far from Chicago and BOOM there he is. The
story he tells me is that he and his wife adopted a child from a woman whom JP had “extended
hospitality” during the last month or so of her pregnancy. She had addiction issues. About a
year and a half later she returns and wants the baby back. Said she gave the kid up under
duress and threatens a lawsuit. She also has the baby’s father in tow and he claims to have
gang/criminal connections. Other threats were bandied about and the “council” gives the
couple some cash and a car and out the door and on the run they went, with the child.
This was the way it was with most things inside. You never got a straight story, if you got one at
all. I remember when we were all called together and Tom gave us a spiel about how we had to
sign over to JP a Power of Attorney. Never found out the real reason for that necessity but I
knew that what Tom was telling us was sketchy. How many other ECC churches require their
members to sign over their legal freedoms to their pastors? “One of these things is not like the
other, not like the other…..” (Big Bird and Friends)
My point is simply this: The truth about what is going on inside is kept not only from the
outsiders but ALSO from the members. The fact is that this is accomplished, AND CAN ONLY BE
ACCOMPLISHED, in a structure that has authoritarian submission for its basic operating
principle.
Is not this one of the defining characteristics of a cult?

I) LESSONS FROM JAMIE’S DOCUMETNARY
I left Chicago and travelled around for a little over three years having adventures. I did what a
lot of people do and put JP away and tried to forget it and go on with my life. In 1990 I wrote
the JP Experience and ended up in contact with most of the ex-members. At that time, I knew
more of the covered up dirt inside the place than anyone (excepting Dr. Enroth). My point here
is that even with all that information at my disposal, only a very small fraction of the total was
known to me. So take it from a fellow researcher: The use of the past tense in talking about the
pederasty at JP is premature if it implies that the practice is no longer continuing.
I watched Jamie’s documentary in DEC 2015. I had a few conversations with Vicki and Jerry and
heard some shocking stuff but they didn’t disclose her molestation to me. No reason they
should have. I met with Jenny Cadieux once and talked with her. I ran her down because I told
Kirstin from the Trib I’d get Jenny’s contact info for her if I could. Jenny didn’t disclose to me
either. No reason she should have. I knew Shea very well. She did not disclose her story to me,
although I had always assumed it because of reasons I will not go into here.
We have a trifecta here at JP. Win: The experts in the field talk about the difficulty of disclosure.
A big percentage of those victimized will go through life without telling anyone except a
therapist. The majority of those who do disclose publicly will not do it until decades after the
events. Place: There is an authoritarian structure which enables the silencing of any information
incompatible with the whims of the overlords. Show: And lastly you have the revered leader,
Ida Dawn, imprinting throughout the entire JP command and control structure this very same
coping mechanism of silence she learned in her childhood, calling it God’s leading.
Did you really HEAR the counseling advice Ida Dawn gave Shea on the documentary? “Well it
wasn’t truly molesting because you didn’t have intercourse so it’s not truly molesting.” I am
surprised she didn’t minimize it further by saying something like: “You were only fondled, so no
big deal.” Where do you think that piece of wisdom came from? Ida had no training in this field,
obviously. I cannot even verify that she graduated high school. I talked to a representative of
Glynn (county) Academy in Brunswick GA and she told me that they had no records from that
time but she would look at the yearbooks from the years surrounding the dates when Ida would
have been of age to graduate. She called me back about an hour later and said she could find
no Ida or Dawn Nason in them. As I said about the Rez Band trio, average and ordinary. This
“advice,” (and in JP it is an edict) could ONLY have come from her own life experience has the
child of a pedophile preacher (and a San Quentin alumni). This undoubtedly was how she had
to deal with that stigma growing up in the 1940’s. Ignore it and everything’s fine. The kicker--she tells a 14 year old Shea “never talk about it again.” Seeing a pattern here?

I) CON’T 1
Did you notice Shea’s leaving experience? I wrote I 1993 that the problem with the set up at JP
was that there is no appeal process to a council edict. Shea did not have any alternative to
placing her child in a dorm with the guy that had molested her years ago---other than leave.
The fact she was raised by Ida Dawn’s daughter was not influence enough to change the dorm
assignment. Dave Mortimer had the similar experience in being unable to alter the overlords’
decision to boot him out the door. And he was the son of the man Ida Dawn married. Note also
that their stories occurred well over a decade apart. These are not isolated instances of
someone “dropping the ball” or of there “being no perfect JP.” This is how the place IS run and
will continue to be until there is outside intervention.
Dictators and overlords never willingly or voluntarily repent/relinquish power.
Shea’s testimony also raises a few questions. Why was that guy still at JP? Especially in light of
the commonly held belief of the ex-members at the time (1990-94) that he had molested other
children. Why was he even in a room with other kids when with a word he could have been
banished/assigned to the “single brother” zoo in the Leland building where there were no
children or females? I can guarantee you he would not have gotten away with any sexual
nonsense among us guys over there.
And what about the idea that Shea should put her kid in the same room with this guy? Most
would say that the woman didn’t have a spoonful of common sense. This would not be
accurate. What you are looking at here is the manifestation of one of two symptoms in the final
stage of brainwashing, delusion. The illness has finally been blended into the individuality of its
host to the point where the infected cannot tell where “they” end and “it” (the indoctrinated
belief) begins. In the last stages the person has lost total objectivity and cognitive awareness
about the fact that this process has ever happened. The shorthand description of delusion is a
state where a person “thinks” that what they think say or do is true SIMPLY, SIMPLY because
they think/believe it. They think that who they are is what they believe.
No amount of reality testing, no amount of rational proof texts, no cognitive, logical critical or
deductive reasoning and no moral appeals will touch this once it is fully formed and
operational. It has been fully formed and operational in the overlords for decades and is being
reproduced in the “discipleship training” of the members. This is the reason JP will never
change unless outside intervention forces it. Until then it will be a petri dish for the creation of
the mental illness commonly termed brainwashing.
This is the poison in the poisoned well.

I) CON’T 2
This disconnection from logical reasoning (and common sense) is another defining
characteristic of cultic brainwashing. It is what they do to their members. In TPW Part 2 Section
9, I wrote “Consider the parents. What could influence them to override the biological
imperative to protect their offspring, by leaving them exposed to danger, even after they knew
their kid was abused?” I wrote this a good six months before seeing the video. On camera Ginny
relates how she is asked the same question by someone I assume is at least a social worker.
Someone who is not on camera is Jon Trott, although his daughters are. These two are Shea’s
nieces and the woman sitting with them at the table is Jerry, their grandmother and Shea’s
mom. Jon’s first JP wife was Shea’s older sister. How logical is it that even after knowing about
the sexual abuse and merciless beatings they underwent, Jon is still at JP?
I have worked through both alcoholism and brainwashing in my life. I can tell you that once I
decided to give up the alcohol, getting through that addiction was a picnic in the park
compared to the nine to fourteen years it took to get through what happened to me at JP. I
tried to describe the illness in the JP Experience I wrote in 1990 ( a reprint is included in TPW)
and before I am done with this current project I will go in depth and in detail about it elsewhere
in Part 4, now that I have been completely on the other side of it for a while.
An interesting analogy from both worlds. It is common for normal (non-addicted) people to
look at alcoholics and wonder why in the world they don’t just stop drinking and solve their
problem. Well, alcoholism at root is an impulse control disorder. (Pierre Janet) If we could just
simply stop drinking, then we wouldn’t BE alcoholics, now would we? It is common for normal
(non-indoctrinated) people to look at these cases in JP and wonder why we didn’t just use our
common sense and get the hell out of there. Brainwashing at root can be seen as a
logical/rational thinking disorder. If we had not been so deceived that we could not think
straight, then we would not BE in a cult, now would we? On camera Ginny said she and Scott
didn’t have an answer at the time. The short answer is that they were brainwashed.
Quick point: This logical thinking disorder is not what a therapist would call global. Although
mechanistic because it operates below the conscious level (it shares some similar symptoms
with alcoholism in this respect) it is not “robotic” as is portrayed in the movie “The Manchurian
Candidate”. It operates more like a short circuit that effects primarily (but not always
exclusively) the areas around the topics of the teaching/indoctrination. One can be fully
brainwashed and still be creative and functional enough to paint a house, write computer code
or know the proper grammatical use of a semi-colon.
Details elsewhere soon

J) DENIAL
Another characteristic of cults is the use of what A.A. would call denial. It is a poor label and it is
fascinating to dig underneath the term and see what it is that in reality the word represents.
“Denial” is not a mental illness but a psychological phenomenon/mechanism. In the letter I sent
to Chris Smith (a copy enclosed) I compared mental ill ness to a river. “Denial” does not fit this
analogy but is more accurately portrayed as a well. No matter how many times you go to it you
are going to bring up the same water. Avoidance, Minimization, Straw-Man arguments, Ad
Hominem arguments, Excuses, twisted, illogical and circular reasoning, etc…The behavior is well
documented by the therapeutic community and is in abundant evidence in/surrounding JP. The
difference in the addiction and brainwashing contexts is that the latter is from a much deeper,
more complex, and more seductive strata near the well’s bottom. It would be more accurate to
call what is going on in addiction: justification. In brainwashing the accurate term is deception.
The difference is the same as between the two stories I shared earlier about Glenn.
One does not ultimately deceive one’s self about the nature of addiction because reality testing
is built into it. It was impossible for me to deceive myself into thinking that alcohol was a good
thing after spending a night or two in jail for a DUI. Not to mention the ensuing consequences.
Every alcoholic and smoker KNOWS the behavior is not healthy.
In the brainwashing this reality testing is lacking because what is believed cannot ultimately be
verified. I cannot prove to anyone that God has not called them to take a certain course of
action. (there are “secular” versions as well, the axioms equally un-provable). The only reality
test there is; is by their fruits you shall know them. And there can be great differences of
opinion as to what constitutes “fruit.”
Anyway Eric, It looks like a few ex-members piled on in the comments section of Ron Henzel’s
article three years ago. You probably can do without my views LOL One point however. JP’s
reasoning, ( as explained by you) for not co-operating with Ron H. because “they doubted his
impartiality” and wanting to “avoid the topic because of the potential for litigation…” seems to
indicate a siege mentality that many cults have shown through the years. Almost comes across
like they feel like they are at risk of being victimized.
So that is a little about who I am. Obviously this letter and the others that are in Part 4 are not
exclusively directed toward the recipients. They are also excuses to put out, in more detail, a
fuller account of the inside story of JP. No need to respond unless you want to.

K) POSTSCRIPT
I talked to Eric a few days before I put this out in order to ask him permission to reprint his
letter to me. We had a wonderful conversation. I can say that he was very courteous and kind. I
would bet that he is a nicer guy than I am. Certainly his life after JP has been more functional
than mine, given some of the shenanigans that I pulled in my drinking career. He and Barb
raised three children and that is more of an accomplishment than I will be ever able to say
about my life. So I apologize (again), this time for typifying his “everybody is entitled to their
own opinion” remark as condescending malarkey. After talking to him it seems that what he
meant was more along the lines of respecting another’s point of view.
I overreacted. A.A. has a saying about opinions. They have a saying about almost everything LOL
They say: opinions are like assholes---everybody has one. True enough. It’s just I have seen (and
experienced) this “everybody is entitled to their own opinion” attitude be used as a derogatory
to negate what is plainly true. It has been used a lot like the term “allegation.” To call what are
on Jamie’s documentary allegations is really a phony euphemism for “We don’t believe you.”
And my point is valid that underneath the subjective views about JP there is a way to use
objective criteria to establish facts about what JP is; if it walks like a duck etc….
Guess I am a little touchy about it because I know how much time and effort I have put into this
so I can be able to back up everything I have written. So that’s about that. I’m tired. I’ll get this
in the mail and up on-line tomorrow and play this project out because that is what I committed
myself to do. Tell the inside story and see if I can’t bring about some positive change into this
blinding darkness.

SECTION #5

METHODOLOGY

16 MAR 2016
Chris Smith
57 N. Rural St.
Indianapolis IN 46201
Chris,
A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit….Thus you will know
them by their fruits.
Matt 7: 18 & 20 (RSV)
I am glad of your interest in what has/is going on with JP. It also seems like you put a lot of work
into trying to understand the truth behind the headlines. Not many care enough to make the
effort. I’m glad you did but I will take the time in this letter to address some of the overall
mistakes that researchers into JP have made as well as the specific inaccuracies of your article.
Lucky you, eh? I guess it is true that no good deed goes unpunished. LOL.
In your article of MAR 2014 you ask: “How could such a Christian community that had a
relatively high profile in evangelical Christianity over the last four decades foster a culture in
which sexual abuse was apparently all too common?”
Short answers: 1) JP is not a Christian community/church, it is an Evangelical cult. 2) You and
the Evangelicals have been scammed. The good news: The longer explanations I have
researched and put out at thepoisonedwell.org (TPW) The bad news: It differs in many aspects
from what you wrote and concluded.
So, why the shock and surprise? Some dude back in the day warned us of people and groups
like this. He said beware. They are wolf in sheep’s clothing, whitewashed tombs, etc… The
whole of the text has the same description. Inside vs. outside. More precisely, it is the
simultaneous existence of an outward SHOW of righteousness and an inward STATE of
corruption. The outside face of JP marketed to the public and the inside toxicity/corruption are
two totally different pictures. Abusive is what/how these groups ARE. Deceive is what they DO.
It is the nature of the tree. This is also a good shorthand definition of the word cult.
The big mistake made is the one you also commit. An outsider sees the religious fervor and
then imputes a moral integrity to the inward state and motivations of the group and the elite
who run it. You assume because they are Christian that they possess the moral attributes which
are expounded in the text as ideals. Maybe they do, maybe they don’t. Beware.

I made the same mistake when I walked into Swedish Covenant’s (ECC) district office. It is hard
for me to believe how naïve I was in thinking they would care enough to do something about JP
once they heard what was going on inside. They didn’t even listen. (TPW Part1 Section 3)
It is an uphill battle for a whistleblower to have his/her testimony taken seriously in any milieu.
It is harder in the religious sector with this tendency to impute righteousness and moral virtue
to the status-quo. This idea is applied in reverse to those who know the inside scandal and dare
to speak out about the injustices. Since the status-quo is virtuous then those raising objections
must be impure, liars or untrustworthy. It is a Christian form of bigotry, as if ONLY Christians are
capable of being honest or virtuous. You can see it in the tail end of the Christianity Today
article of 2014. The ex-members testimony is prefaced with the word “allegation” while the
group’s con job is taken at face value. Fair is fair. If you can question the veracity and
motivations of the whistleblowers, then you must allow for the possibility that the motivations
of the leaders in question may be tainted. They have a vested interest in denying and covering
up scandal. So does most of the Evangelical community, since JP is one of their own.
There is a touch of it in the passage I quoted from your article with your use of the word
apparently. Apparently??? Like what---apparently the sun rises in the East? Just once I’d like to
read something clear and unambiguous along the lines of “JP is a church where it is permissible
to use a child as a sex toy.” The facts support it being written this way.
Really, the text isn’t unclear. The founder himself was hung out to die in an act of righteous
religious fervor by the most prominent denomination in the society. Doesn’t anybody notice
this? Sometimes I feel like I‘m taking crazy pills. (Mugatu) We have a similar thing at JP. Over a
hundred kids have been hung out to dry in order to preserve an Illusion (show) of
righteousness. We even have ECC playing the Pontus Pilate role and washing their hands of the
mess and their responsibility.
So why the surprise? Answer: It is always a surprise when you find out you have been deceived.
If you had known beforehand, you wouldn’t have been deceived.
The other mistake most researchers make is that they define objectivity as neutrality. There are
two sides to every story blah, blah, blah. I ask you: Isn’t the point of research to sort through
conflicting data in order to arrive at valid and verified facts? Why do it at all if you are just going
to end up with the conclusion that there is a controversy here? That was a given when you saw
how much smoke there is surrounding JP. What investigatory research needs to answer is the
nature of the fire. At least you tried to get to the bottom of the story and kudos to you for the
effort.

B.) ANECTOTAL vs. FACTUAL
When the stories of the ex-members are amassed and looked at certain patterns will emerge.
There will be an objective continuity visible underneath the subjective data (TPW Part3 Section
11). All the pieces will fit together. You won’t need to be Emile Durkheim to get the picture.
This picture functions as a body of evidence (a context) and will work as a self-correcting check
and balance method to weed out any lies and much of the leftover/unprocessed indoctrination
that still exists in the ex-members. There is surprisingly a lot of it. When I did this in the early
1990’s I had access to every ex-JP known to man. There were only about 150 at the time (TPW
Part1 HELLO). I had two cases where I was told a story that didn’t “ring true” because I was
familiar with the total body of evidence. It didn’t take long to make a few phone calls and verify
these were what would PROPERLY be called allegations and without merit.
Until the stories are amassed, analyzed and taken seriously, all research efforts exist in a state
of limbo as unconnected anectotes. (TPW Part 2 Section 2 top of page)
There are a few things that need to be taken into account when analyzing these stories. How
long was the member there and during what ages of his/her life? How high up the food chain
where they? How long has it been since they left and how much therapy have they had? Do
they still have family ties inside? These are the major ones. Recovery takes time and people
undergo huge shifts in perspectives so the information will periodically need refreshed. In
dealing with trauma it is essential to integrate the experience into one’s new life. Many stop
when they reach a comfortable place in explaining what happened to them even if it means still
believing some of the indoctrination. Because of the extreme nature of the deceit, most are not
even aware that they still believe lies. In my case it took about 9 years before I got through
most of it and the vast majority will never go as far as I did in the process. Most all of us who
left JP suffer/suffered from PTSD—at minimum. You should hear accounts of the dreams and
nightmares many of us had for years and even decades afterwards. One gal told me that she
was plagued by them. In her dreams she was at JP and always felt wrong and helpless. That
about sums up the JP experience.
That is enough about the methodology from this side. Ron Enroth is the only one who ever
understood the necessity to treat the ex-members stories as a separate body of evidence. That
it was important to compare apples to apples FIRST, before engaging with the orange growing
overlords. He paid a price for it.

C.) ACADEMIC TOOLS
It is a mistake to think that you can sift through the conflicting data by ONLY using a
religious/doctrinal method. Doctrine has limited value when it is a question of the inside nature
of these groups. (TPW Part 1 Section 5 point 1) The point is not to determine if the group in
question is Christian. It is to determine whether or not the inside reality measures up to the
external professions. It is possible for people to say one thing and do another. It is not an
uncommon occurrence.
The most important feature of any group like this is that it is aberrational. They exist in a
culture that is different from the society around them. They are a separate tribe, a closed unit
with their own language (TPW Part2 Section 7), customs and rituals. The dividing line between
inside and outside is just as real and stronger than the borders between nations. While we were
at Malden we might just as well been in the jungles of Borneo for all the impact we had on the
neighborhood around us. These groups could be studied by using Ethnology if you followed the
approach of Frank Hamilton Cushing. (see his selected writings in the book entitled ZUNI) It will
be Dr. Enroth’s legacy and to his credit that he understood the necessity of approaching this
subject matter from a sociological point of view.
There is a place for doctrinal analysis as a support, not as a lead. This can give you insights to
what in baseball are called the ground rules or how the organization operates (plays the game).
This is helpful when looking at JP. The joint is a Shepherding Movement variant. (TPW Part 2
Section 6) This kind of doctrine in practice is famous for the over-authoritarian control of its
members. Anyone familiar with the stories of ex-JP’s could not doubt this for a second. The
overlords will deny this on a stack of Bibles.
Here is a good example of how to arrive at factual conclusions when faced with conflicting data.
You simply bring in something that you know is true, like the Shepherding Movement’s
excesses, and compare it to the experiences of the ex-members and see if it lines up. You could
also do this with Jeff Stevenson’s book Fortney Road. Everything said by the ex’s of that cult I
have heard from the JP ex’s. I’ve used the Wizard of Oz analogy for decades, long before I
moved to Kansas. LOL You can also do this with the known symptoms of PTSD like the dreams I
mentioned above, or many other areas where the field of Psychology has it right. Bring in what
you know is factual and compare it with the primary source material. You won’t have to be
Philip Marlow to crack the case, although his brand of cynicism would serve a researcher well.

D.) PSYCHOLOGY
Unfortunately we do not have a psychological tool to utilize that deals directly with these kinds
of groups. You need psychology to understand the inner workings of these groups. This is why
Sociology with its emphasis on the psychology and the behavior of individuals in groups must
take the lead. And it shows that all these groups are similarly structured in that there is always
a small ruling elite (and most times a single leader) and a majority of those being exploited. At
JP I call them the overlords or the Florida crew (TPW Part 2 Section 8) and the rank and file
being exploited I call the underlings.
Psychology hasn’t lived up to its potential as a science. There seems to be as many theories and
schools of teaching as there are denominations in Protestantism. Some of the specific fields are
useful and others not. For example, you can throw out the cognitive behaviorism theory has an
analytical tool for this research. It also has very, very limited use has a recovery modality for
this. It is akin to swapping one brand of indoctrination for another or like trying to sell dreams
to those who have lived through nightmares. Without a factual working model of cults it is
necessary to pick and choose the fields which are applicable on a case by case basis. For JP I
have found Family Dynamics and the study of child abuse and incest the most helpful.
One idea common in the cult research field is that the personality of the leader(s) is reproduced
in the members. Now if by this they mean that each cult is unique, then they are dead wrong
and the term “cult of personality,” although colorful, is bankrupt. What I advocated in B above
can be done on a different fractal plateau by comparing the stories of ex-members from
different cults. The underlying theme that emerges shows that what is being
reproduced/replicated in all these groups is the brainwashing. It is a mental illness with
recognizable symptoms as clear, and clearer to me, as anything contained in the DSM. The
ruling elite adds the flavor. Think of a “Varieties of Cultic Experience” take off on the William
James lectures/book.
A psychological analysis of that person/those people calling the shots will reveal the subjective
flavor of the organization. The brainwashing is a universal constant. Therein lie the reasons why
the Aum Shinrikyo cult put poisoned gas in the Tokyo subways and why child molestation is
prevalent at JP. It is not a coincidence that Ida Dawn, the leader of JP, was raised by a father
who was a pedophile preacher. It is cause and effect.

E.) TEMPLATES
I use something I call templates. You arrive at this by breaking down what you are looking at
into the most elemental components. Take these, find out how they are related or interact
(cause and effect) and you have the template. These are unalterable and DEFINE the whole. A
rough analogy: sea water. Salt and water. Remove the salt and you are no longer dealing with
the original subject of your research.
The template of our existence is metaphysical. Organic and inorganic matter. It is the difference
between a brick and a cat. There is a meta---above, beyond, behind, with---whatever
preposition suites your fancy---the physical. Most call this spiritual. You can hypothesize a
sprit/soul and remove the material body but you no longer have a human being. And the
material with the spirit/soul removed is a corpse. Dust to dust.
The text asserts that Jesus embodies this. Simultaneously 100% divine and 100% human. It is an
allegory of our condition/existence. One can read the entire text as a myth. The text can be true
without being literal. The terms are not mutually exclusive. The founder himself taught in
parables (allegories).
This would make the metaphysical math 1 + 1 = 1. A mystery. It also makes the world we live in
both real as dropping a bowling ball on your foot AND as ephemeral as a dream. Far from being
mutually exclusive they are inseparable. My point is: Humans and our knowledge are limited by
the terms of our existence. “Oh Lord, you are not merely that which nothing greater can be
thought; rather you are something greater than can be thought.” (St Anslem)
The oldest trick/deception in the Book is that if you eat of this fruit “your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing the difference between good and evil.” (Gen 3:5) The
temptation is to have God’s knowing (omniscience), a knowledge outside the bounds of what is
possible. The word used for knowledge in the Septuagint is gnosis. It is also the root word for
the English words cognitive and ignorance. Most view this passage in terms of disobedience.
But if that is the only moral you get out of the story then you will end up in legalistic nastiness
with an overemphasis on guilt. Doesn’t the text advance the proposition that we have been
saved from all that?
That is mankind’s humble existential state. Babes in a scary cosmos we will never understand.
We seek comfort and certainty in myths, fables, beliefs and doctrines as we walk through this
valley of the shadow of death between our first and last breaths.
You know where you are? (Axl Rose)

F.) BRAINWASHING

I’ll skip the details and give the basics. I am not formally trained but I have used myself as a lab
rat for many years and from experience I’ll share what it looks like to me.
Indoctrination and deceit are the templates for brainwashing in the same way suspicion is one
for paranoia. There is no such thing as a non-suspicious paranoid. They are on a continuum as
part of a unified whole. It is like the Mississippi River and what is meant by the words near the
headwaters, is a world away from what is experienced by those literally sold down the river.
The defining symptom is a 180 degree flip in a person’s perception of reality. White is black and
black is white. What is good is evil and what is evil is good. It is easy to see in its sickest
manifestations. Idiots flying planeloads of innocents into skyscrapers while singing praises to
Allah. Some right-to-life jerk taking the life of a Wichita doctor because he performed
abortions. The trick is to recognize the symptoms in their milder expressions. One which is a
precursor I call the logical disconnect.
One of the states where bills have been introduced into the legislature to legalize the
discrimination of homosexuals is Kansas. The depriving of goods, services, employment and
housing to a pre-selected class of citizens is discrimination. The supporters call these bills (at
least in KS) “Freedom of Religion Acts.” How does discrimination=freedom? The two ideas are
not =. They are opposites. Whatever is told to get the disconnect to appear logical is the
indoctrination of deceit. I am not saying the people who support this are brainwashed. I am
saying that this is one of many possible symptoms on that river. Just like one can have the blues
without being diagnosed as a depressive or one can drink and not be an alcoholic. All three
examples are on a continuum and much more info is needed before a dia_gnosis can be made.
But each are separate rivers.
My point is that brainwashing is not restricted to cults and is more widespread than most
realize. If the psychological community ever gets around to recognizing (gnosis again) this as a
mental illness, and classifying the symptoms, then what I have written will be obvious to all.
Details elsewhere in the eventually soon to be completed Part 4. To fill the page: The above
controversy is not about persecuted believers seeking a remedy for their unjust suffering. It is a
question of self-governance. Are we going to continue in the tradition of the unalienable rights
of the individual and equality for all? Or are we going to trade that in for a Christian form of
Sharia law? I can’t wait to hear the debate on the “Stone the Adulterers Amendment.”

G.) THE JP TEMPLATE
You can skip to the heart of the matter by simply reading Part 1 Sec.11 “Call the Doctor”, Part 2
Sec.10 “Just a Dream” and Part 3 Sec.10 “Wrap Up”. Pedophilia is not the problem at JP. It is a
symptom. Adults who joined JP with their sexual orientation set did not become pedophiles
unless they brought that in with them as a pre-existing condition. Sadly, this is not true of the
prepubescent children or teens who got thrown into the fire. The problem and cause is the
template. They are two: 1.) the Shepherding Movement structure and 2.) Ida Dawn’s psyche.
What is giving flavor to the place does not come from the Herrin family line. It comes from her
side, the Nason’s. JP is simply the repeated pattern of her family of origin. It feels so “anticlimactic” and self-evident to even write this. It is like writing that the summer sun in Phoenix is
hot. I seriously can’t even bring to mind now what it was like to be that deceived about the
joint. The template is simple, because it is based on the elemental. What is complex is cutting
through the crap to get to it.
It is popular to make John W. Herrin Sr. out to be the bad guy, but this is a diversion. JP was not
a cult when he started it. JP was incorporated in 1973 He was booted about a year later. This is
now over 40 years ago. The Herrin line brings sexual perversion with it mainly through the son
Johnny. The man-child talked about on Jamie’s documentary was taken from his parents and
raised in Johnny’s family. It would sicken you to hear about what his sisters went through.
The whole society is based upon the deep psychological need of the ruling elite to keep the
family secret—secret. That is the flavor being added to the brainwashing. This is the cause the
pedophilia symptom points at. JP was Ida Dawn’s therapy/dream utopia and Johnny’s play toy.
It is simply COVER UP and DENY, DENY, DENY. That comes from Ida Dawn being raised by a
pedophile and learning to keep the family secret as a child.
Jamie talks about the damn bursting when he began to be open about his experiences. He is
describing the same phenomenon I experienced in 1990. Can you come up with any other
reasonable explanation why all of us who left had no idea that this was going on right down the
hall until AFTER we left? How many mainline churches in this country can you imagine this
happening (to such an extreme) without it being known by the congregants? Even those being
affected by it had no idea of either the extent or longevity of the abuse. (TPW Part 2 Section 9)
My research leads me to believe that Wendy may know a factoid or two about Grandpa
Howard but Johnny and Kathy know nothing. John Herrin Sr.’s son by his second wife (TPW Part
3 Section 3) and I have exchanged e-mails and he knew nothing about this part of his dad’s
background (or his half siblings) until stumbling upon TPW. Anyway, ‘nuff said.

H.) SPECIFICS
I like the format of your article and how you list four clear points to back your views. You are on
the right track but simply did not go far enough in your analysis to peel away the layers of
deceit. The quickest way to arrive at the elemental components is by strictly defining the
words, terms, labels and especially the euphemisms and platitudes being used. If this isn’t
clearly done then we don’t really know what is being talked about and confusion will arise.
1.) Failure of leadership. a) It is not the “first and fundamental problem.” It is the ONLY
problem. The responsibility for all of what happened in there lies at the feet of the Florida crew.
Everything else is a symptom. b) The “leadership” is a dictatorship. The Latin root word for this
is –dictate. They said it ---we did it or out the door we were booted. See the 1993 letter I wrote
to ECC, where I stated “The main problem with this set up is that there is no appeal process
when faced with a council command.” (TPW Part 1 Section 4) We were indoctrinated into
believing that they held God’s wisdom for us and had to be obeyed. The goal of brainwashing is
to create unquestioning obedience in the members so that they can be used as pliable tools for
the aims of the elite. c) See TPW Part 1 Section 1 for a brief description of the “qualifications” of
those calling the shots. d) “failure” This can be read as if there were efforts made like “they
tried and failed.” The covering up of scandal is policy. There is a huge moral difference between
omission/failure to do the right thing and commission/willful choice to do the wrong thing.
These terms are NOT synonymous. e) The overlords had the power to enforce whatever policy
they chose. I was there when the new phone system was put in with extensions throughout the
buildings. The first thing that happened was that some people began dialing the 1-900 sex chat
lines. When this came to light the “leaders” put an end to it in a heartbeat. They could have
done the same with child molestation but CHOSE not to. f) Far from being a failure, this policy
of the overlords of JP and ECC is a success. The MAJOR concern and goal of their actions is to
preserve their reputation. The only failure, as they see it, is that Jamie at long last got the word
out. The fact they had to be dragged before a court to deal with it confirms how strongly they
continue to hold to this course of action. (TPW Part 1 Section 8 first point) g) Verify, verify,
verify. This is the antidote for deceit/brainwashing. See Ginny Van Court’s testimony on Jamie’s
documentary. She has also shared more information in the comments section following Ron
Henzel’s 2013 article on the Midwest Christian Outreach website. I alerted ECC about this
situation in my 1993 letter to Dr. Nja. It should be obvious which one it is under the black magic
marker. h) In Jeff Stevenson’s book Fortney Road he quotes a member of that cult telling
another member about the abuse inside. She says, “You don’t get it. I was one of many.” The
same is true of Ginny’s story.

H.) CON’T 1
2.) The street people. Simply put: NEVER HAPPENNED. All the cases of abuse were committed
by members in good standing. Who was a member was, of course, at the total discretion of the
overlords. Don’t the homeless and marginalized of Chicago have enough challenges to face
without being blamed for crimes they didn’t commit? This is typical of those who seek to deny
responsibility for their actions—blame someone else. There were strict protocols and
procedures in place that prevented any possible harm from this quarter. I could go on for pages
as to what they were but this would only be tedious and counter-productive. I did make a few
phone calls before writing this ala B.) above and no one knows of anyone being abducted or
molested by an outsider while on JP property. NEVER HAPPENNED.
I hope you will consider going back and editing this out. Your article is now part of the public
record/history of JP. It will be read for years to come. There is enough B.S. surrounding the
group that no more needs to be added. In addition, the euphemism “extending hospitality” is
without clear meaning and nauseatingly Pollyanna. It is imputing an altruistic charm (and
righteousness) to the “outreach efforts” that is at variance to the reality of what the programs
did and DID NOT accomplish in the real world. Again, I could go on for pages. Lastly, the
argument is founded on a subtext of stereotyped prejudice and this ”Brave Christians
courageously soldering on for Christ in the face of adversity and danger” movie script is fantasy
and JP propaganda. I repeated it myself when I was a member.
Simply put: No outsider had anything to do with the abuses inside, except ECC executives. Sorry
to light you up like this, but let’s GET REAL. (TPW Part 1 Section 10) P.S. Uptown is way too
gentrified to earn the label: ghetto. North Lawndale; now THAT’S “inner-city.”
3.) Crammed living quarters. I wrote to ECC about this in 1993. It played a part but it was still a
symptom of the authority structure because who lived where was in total control of the
overlords. You have sought to explain WHY we were so herded together and good for you for
pushing the research parameters. I appreciate the swing you took but you missed.
The prohibitive price of Chicago real estate???? Nope. Facts are: The Paulina building cost
$86,000 in 1975 with $10,000 down and $3,000 due 120 days after closing. The remaining in
monthly payments of $925.That is nine hundred twenty five without a comma or roughly $230
a week. The average JP worker earned well over that, (six dollars an hour) even in the mid 70’s.
After the move to Malden the building was renovated and split into six condos with the labor
being performed by the unpaid members. I do not have what each was sold for but it was
rumored at the time to be about $100 thousand a piece, times six units.

H.) CON’T 2
The Malden buildings cost $350,000 in 1979. $75,000 down and $2,307 per month. Roughly
$560 a week. It would take two JP workers forty hours a week at seven dollars an hours to meet
this expense. At the time, I was regularly billing out my crew at 10-12 an hour. Anybody who
lived at Malden will tell you that there were a quite a few more than two guys walking out the
door in the morning on the way to job sites.
JP morphed about late 1977. The Chicago condo conversion boom (gold rush) was on. The last
vestiges of the “Jesus Loves You Man” hippie witnessing and lifestyle were erased. Even the
pretense of “discipleship training” was dropped. Only old-timers, like me, will know the term
“required reading list.” The library fell into disuse and the focus was on the “construction
ministries” to provide affordable housing for Chicago’s young urban professionals. JP became a
slave labor camp and it hummed like a well-oiled machine by the time we hit Malden. Your line
“the urgency of JPUSA’s mission to Chicago’s marginalized” is so out of touch with reality that it
about sickened me when I first read it. Overlords’ voices, your keyboard. The only urgency was
to do what we were told and bring in the dough. I sat in on plenty of ”business meetings” and
felt the verbal crack of the whip enough to know what the overlords considered urgent. The
poor downtrodden of Chicago were merely extras on the set, props upon whom divine
munificence could be lavished through the wisdom and vision of the “Elders.”
Anyway, my point is that there were millions flowing into the joint and no shortage of funds to
spend. In my case I “donated” over $250,000 in wages over ten years. The only possessions I
left with were the clothes I could fit into a knapsack. I have zero, zip and nada in my Social
Security account for those years. Discipleship training: the gift that keeps on giving. LOL-kinda.
Simply put: We were crammed into tight living quarters because masters do not care about the
comfort of slaves.
And all the above was before ECC and their real estate division NCP, National Covenant
Properties, got involved in 1988-89. In the interests of brevity I’ll cite two examples from real
estate dealings. Cornerstone Community Outreach (CCO) is a separate legal entity from JP
formed in conjunction with ECC in 1989, but because the usual suspects run both of them, in
practice there is no difference. The same applies to ECC and NCP although the executive
officers on those boards don’t overlap, (as far as I know).

H.) CON’T 3
The two Clifton properties and the Leland building were remortgaged in 2007 with NCP for
$1,250 000.00 It states “This Mortgage shall also secure future advances (“Future Advances”)
from Mortgagee (NCP) to Mortgagor (CCO) which, when aggregated with the original principal
amount of the Note, do not exceed FIVE MILLION and NO/DOLLARS ($5,000,000.00).” I inserted
the NCP and CCO brackets because that is how they were defined in the paragraph above this
one. Otherwise it is a transcription. Doc# 0712818056. Basically a 3¾ million dollar line of
credit. I imagine that was the reason for the re-fi. Signed by Ronald Brown as Secretary and
Curtis Mortimer as President of CCO. Curt was Ida Dawn’s husband. (What a coincidence). LOL---NOT
An interesting section is 4 in the Rider which spells out what constitutes a “breach of obligation
under this Mortgage”. Under (f) it says: “Fail to maintain its affiliation with the Evangelical
Covenant Church or its status as an organization exempt from federal taxation pursuant to
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.” Guess 5 million can buy you something. Again,
we see the confusion of identity even on the part of the lawyers preparing this. Who is the
word “its” in the passage above referring to? JP is an affiliate of ECC. CCO is not. This is a
contract between NCP and CCO. The term Jesus People or its acronym appear nowhere on its
eight pages. JP has 501(d) NOT 501(c)(3) Totally different animals. See TPW Part 1 Section 2.
In 2001 only the building at 4615 N. Clifton was used as collateral to secure a loan of
$1,431,399.92 from a” David Baum, Agent for David Baum Revocable Trust”, whoever he
was/is. Doc# 10423418. Don’t know why CCO needed the 92 cents but I guess every little bit
helps. Curt Mortimer again signing for CCO as the “Borrower”. So Chris, when it crossed your
mind to join JP at that time, would this kind of non-aesthetic information have been useful in
your deliberations?
There is nothing illegal about these transactions. Property owners using their real estate
holdings as collateral to secure financing or the equity to renegotiate more favorable terms in a
re-fi, are as common as dandelions in the Spring. My point is that there are multitudes of these
deals on the public record. What we are dealing with at JP is a multi-million dollar business
corporation. And we are not even talking about appreciation. The Clybourn building purchased
for the modest sum of $86,000 in 1976 and the Bushnell property for $375,000 in 1990 have
both gone up in value tremendously since then and have been used in deals like the above to
generate cash flow. You think urban real estate is high? Try buying farmland.

H.) CON’T 4
Their spiels about “living poor among the poor“ and “just trying to get by and make ends meet”
(self-sacrificing for Jesus) are not genuine The exploited underlings are being sacrificed, no
doubt, but the corporations look to be doing fine. Also note that high priced real estate is not
necessarily a handicap in dealings of this kind.
Side note to the ex’s: In Nov 1986 the property at 4636 N. Malden (Greystone) was bought.
Point 24 on the rider states (Doc# 86582468): ”This agreement and all future agreements shall
be personally guaranteed by John D. Herrin and Neil C. Taylor in addition to the proper
authority given by Jesus People, U. S. A.” I haven’t seen a stipulation like this in any other of
their real estate transactions. The “Sellers” were Russell T. and Florence M. Bock. Anybody
know if these two are family relations of current overlord Tim Bock? Neil and Johnny signed.
These real estate dealings also show how disingenuous is the ECC claim that their
affiliates/churches are self-governing entities and that the National Office has little influence
over internal policy. This claim vis-à-vis their actions looks like a logical disconnect but it is not.
This is calculated “spin” to utilize the political ploy of plausible deniability when (I don’t think it
is if) they eventually pull the plug on the place. They are behaving like scumbag politicians who
want to leave an exit for retreat and maintain their reputations while covering their assettes.
I.) ALTRUISM
I let that last section run on because facts are the best antidote for deceit and in many cases
the quickest way to get to the facts is to follow the money. I don’t want to be all Ayn Rand
about altruism. This kind of mindset has its uses and misuses. But altruism is the tool JP’s elite
use to cover over the reality of what they do and who they are. (See TPW Part 2 Section 7, the
Doris Lessing quote at the top).
What is CCO actually doing? Administering tax payer money. I live in a small town of about
47,000. The locals refer to it as a city. It’s soooo cute. There is a housing authority here that
does a good job in providing low income housing and subsidized rent for some of the less
fortunate. They do this with money from essentially the same public sources as CCO is using.
They manage to accomplish this without harming children. They pay salaries and benefits to
their employees. They do a good job without slathering their efforts with self-glorification and
religious blather about Jesus. Some may defend JP and say they are doing good deeds. With an
ECC/NCP sugar daddy, tax money and an unpaid labor force of “servants” it would be odd if
some good wasn’t accomplished. I just don’t see how their means justifies these ends.

J.) BUISNESS MODEL
Now to the means. The group’s corporate filings raise suspicions about “cash flow” and “comingling of finances”.’Nuff said. From a state filing in 1976. “Jesus People U.S.A. Full Gospel
Ministries has no written by–laws. All community decisions are made by a council of 10 Elders
who make their decisions in accordance with the teachings of the Bible.”
Our clients’ checks were always made out to the name of the business. These were dba’s (doing
business as) of JPUSA/FGM. The checks were handed in to the office and that is the last we
knew about it. Might as well been thrown into a black hole. We had no say in the matter. There
was never any explanation as to where the money went. No quarterly reports, no committees
to oversee or even to offer suggestions as to what might be the best use of the funds. We were
kept penniless and had to request (submit) to the office to even get a buck for a soda. If they
denied it, too bad, you were told not to “grumble” because you were being a servant for Jesus.
The overlords operate under the premise that know more about God’s will than the underlings.
They act as if they have God’s power of attorney in their hip pockets Why would they ask us or
feel accountable to those of us who earned it? They didn’t and it did not seem strange to us at
the time.
To yet again point out another example of JP-speak propaganda and a logical disconnect. They
call this set-up a “common purse.” There is nothing common (in the sense of how the word is
being used here as egalitarian or shared) about the finances being in the total control of 10
people in a community of over 400. And this business model was common (as in widespread) in
many groups that sprang up during that time. The Forever Family, The Hare Krishna’s, The
Children of God, The Unification Church and probably hundreds of others whose names are
long since forgotten. And what is common in (shared by) all these groups, including JP, is that
one turns over control of his/her life and will in exchange for sub-standard room and board.
I don’t know what else you can call this business model but slavery.
So where did the money go? We could see where it was being spent, C-stone, the band,
including its state of the art recording studio in the Clybourn building, the Festival and the farm
in Missouri. It is amazing how “Biblical teachings” lined up with the pet projects of Mama Dawn
and son Johnny. It did not take me long when I began working as a roadie with the band to see
that it was Johnny’s play toy (so was the farm). Johnny called the shots and got what he wanted
when he wanted it and how he wanted it. I am not “elder-bashing.” I am simply describing how
those in control of the money spent the money. You could probably graph JP’s income chart by
looking at how slick the magazine got during that time. More money in and they used it to
upgrade what mattered to them. That is why we were crammed into tight living quarters.

J.) CON’T
JP is allegedly an intentional community. Never heard the term until I got back involved and
tried to get a brief handle on what had happened during my twenty year sabbatical. When I
first read it I asked myself, “What fresh hell is this?” The deceit surrounding this place is so
much thicker than when I was at war with them 20-25 years ago.
So, when did this Shepherding Movement knock-off change and what changed inside? The term
I use: authority structure, in practical, real life, everyday experience mainly refers to the
following three points about the unelected, unsupervised and self-appointed “elders for life.”
(1) No appeal process to a “council” edict.
(2) TOTAL control of the finances of the corporation by an inbred elite and the lack of
transparency and accountability of such control.
(3) Making decisions for and micro-managing the personal lives of their congregants.
(1) THIS HAS NOT CHANGED.
(2) THIS HAS NOT CHANGED.
(3) THIS HAS NOT CHANGED.
Any so called reforms are only window dressing. This “intentional community” moniker is a
change of sheep’s clothing to suit the style of the times. Whatever high ideals and feel good
“radical Christian” idealism an intentional community abstraction may bring to the table, it does
not apply here. It is only another way to impute righteousness, as I commented upon in the
opening of this missive. (See TPW Part 1 Section 8 last point)

I really do not know how this could be any clearer.

K.) LOOSE ENDS
For your hope and prescription for change I could go on for reams of pages why there isn’t a
chance in hell that this is going to happen. But again, this would be tedious and a waste of time
because we would only be talking about a theoretical fantasy. It is one thing to use faith and
hope as evidence for things unseen. But what about the evidence of things that ARE seen? To
use idealism to negate and deny provable reality is not faith. It is blindness. You are on the
same brainwashing river we members went down. We went farther, past New Orleans and out
into the Gulf of Delusion. You are pulling into the Quad Cities. Say hello to Glenn Beck for me
when you get there. LOL I have been where you are but you have not been where I have. That
is why it is easy for me to spot the inaccuracies in what you wrote. It is so absurd. Most outside
people commenting upon JP are regurgitating the elite’s indoctrination of deceit. Well, I was
one of the one’s who taught it to ya’ll. It is like trying to sell back to me the same snake oil I
originally sold to you. However, the Evangelicals get the watered down version while we got the
full strength inside the reactor at Chernobyl dose. It would be nice if the “experts” would grab a
little humility, respect this fact and listen. Guess that is my theoretical fantasy.
In TPW Part 1 Section 5 I wrote about crying after talking with Ron Enroth. There is a deep
need in a person after undergoing this kind of trauma (with or without sexual abuse) to be
heard, to be taken seriously. It was big in me and I cannot imagine how ingrained this is in a
child who grew up in there. That is what is behind Jamie’s desires in the quotes you mentioned.
He might not be fully aware of this in himself. Recovery takes time. Unfortunately, this kind of
trauma alters your life forever in ways that will never be reversed. It changes who you are,
PERIOD. There is no going back to what was before, once the bell is rung. I’ve been through it
and finally got old enough and smart enough to realize that the trick is to make it work in your
favor. Give me a ring sometime and I’ll explain this in detail to you.

L.) FINALLY
There is an unspoken assumption that now after the storm of Jamie’s documentary has passed
that things must have changed inside JP and the status-quo is O.K. Nothing is further from the
truth. You are a father. What do you think that the elevator story which ends Part 2 is all about?
Does it sound like the behavior of a well-adjusted child or a cry for help?

L.) CON’T
When I was on the facebook a guy posted a comment on my timeline about one of my more
obscure “gumdrops”. I put a few references into the work that if you get you will find humorous
and/or poignant. It was a little bit of fun for me in contrast to the ugliness of what I was writing
about. For example: the title of TPW P 2 S 10 is obviously a lyric from a pop song.
Anyway, he deleted the public comment the next day and sent me a message apologizing. He
wrote: “I am still behind the wall and don’t want to cause problems for myself.” Turns out he is
currently a member. This tells me a few things about the climate inside the place. First off,
notice the prison imagery. I’m sure his “behind the wall” is not JP-speak but rather a term he
came up with on his own. In the last year and a half I was there I worked quite a lot in the
neighborhood. I used to refer to leaving the property as “going over the fence”. I, of course,
never said this aloud. I also notice the self-censorship, which is a MAJOR symptom of the
brainwashing I underwent while a member. It also tells me that there is still a price to be paid
for discord, even though his only comment was that he got the joke and found it funny. I also
notice his fear that his comments on social media may be monitored. This last one just reeks of
the Shepherding Movement’s excesses, doesn’t it?
NOTHING HAS CHANGED

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

So that’s that. TPW could be titled JUPSA-ology 101. (The title TPW itself is a gumdrop) I’ve
done the hard work and the leg work to explain the basics. Any further research will only
confirm what I have written and also confirm Rule #1: No matter how bad you think things are
at JP, it is far worse than you can ever imagine. I only have two questions left. 1) Will anybody
read it? 2) When do the adults step in and close this shithole?
My contact information is below. I would love to hear from you if I haven’t scared you off. In
reality I am one of the most understanding and compassionate people you will ever meet
surrounding this ball of dysfunction. I know it doesn’t always come across that way in print.

Shawn Haugh aka Harry Powell
420 S. College Ave
Salina KS 67401
(785) 819 0054
Shawn.haugh@yahoo.com
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O.K. guys, you might have a problem on your hands. I punched in JPUSA and it came up so I am
assuming you have them has a member.
Just two questions to start: What was your vetting process? and Can/will you reconsider their
membership if I can show to you beyond doubt that they are a nasty little cult? O.K. Three
questions: Will you be open-minded enough to hear me out and do a little independent research?
CELL # (785) 819-0054. I will follow this up but if you are not open to it just say so, I don't
want and beat my head against a stone wall. Judging by your website, I do not think that you
would be proud to have them hooked up with you if you knew the inside story. THANKS
Greetings,
Intentional community listings in our online directory are created and maintained by the
intentional communities themselves. We review postings and we do by policy refuse
certain types of postings. Before removing any posting we dialog with the posting
intentional community, and we also try to facilitate a dialog between an individual with a
complaint and the listed intentional community.
Visitors to our site have the following options should they have a complaint about a
listed community:
1. Direct dialog with the listed intentional community through their posted contact
information. We recommend you begin this process if you haven't already done so; you
may wish to ask the intentional community to remove their listing, or to respond to your
allegations to you directly and possibly in their intentional community listing.
2. Post a comment about the listed intentional community below that community's
listing. Look for "Comments from Directory Readers" at the page bottom. The
community in question may review all comments before allowing public posting, so this
may not be satisfactory to you unless the listed intentional community chooses to allow
your comment.
3. If the listed intentional community refuses to dialog with you personally or you cannot
come to agreement about appropriate action, you have the option of posting a
cautionary message in our classified ads (some categories of post there are free)
http://www.ic.org/community-classifieds/
4. Finally, we do have a formal feedback process and maintain a file of critical feedback
about listed intentional communities. If you wish to pursue this option we'll send you
information about how to proceed.
Sincerely, McCune

Thank you for this e-mail and attention to my request. I talked with a Mr. Chris Roth last
Monday and he said that you were very good at follow up. I think the first thing that I
have to do is verify that the organization which I am concerned about, JPUSA of
Chicago, is actually a part of your umbrella fellowship. They came up on your website
when I punched in their acronym, however when I received your directory--they were
not listed. Typical of the "house of mirrors" lies and dysfunction surrounding this cult.
They claim to be an intentional community and most in the press when reporting on
them accept this claim at face value and print this "fact". So if it is not too much trouble
could I a get an official confirmation Yes or No from FIC on their status. It doesn't seem
that moving forward on anything is worthwhile until this is cleared up. I am impressed
with FIC and Mr. Roth was not only helpful but wonderfully open and candid. Quite a
refreshing contrast to many of the more narrow minded religious folks I have had to deal
with in my research efforts. As for the remedies you list---I am happy to see that you
have mechanisms in place to handle complaints but should JPUSA be a part of FIC the
ship of direct dialogue sailed, crashed and burned over 25 years ago. I do not know how
familiar you are with the kind of things that go on in and around a full blown cult, but
deceit is the operating principle. It seems to me that your philosophical watch words are
egalitarian and humanistic. JPUSA is the exact 180 degree opposite. They are using an
actual or assumed tie to FIC to hide this fact from the public. I think we both have a
vested interest in not letting that continue to go on. Thank you again for your attention to
this matter and I hope that you will let me know "officially" what their status/connection
is to FIC. P.S. The group is listed as a cult on Rick Alan Ross's website: Cult
Education.com. He has the most comprehensive directory of cults you will find
anywhere. Also on Youtube there is a podcast of an interview he gave to "Lions of
Liberty" which I think is an outlet for Libertarian views. Quite informative and a
good investment of time that will give you a solid basis for the understanding of this
phenomenon. Thank you again and I hope to hear from you soon.
Greetings,
All of the more than 2000 listings in our online directory are created and
maintained by the listees themselves. Listees also choose to appear or not
appear in our print directory, by simply checking a checkbox.
JPUPSA is not "part of [the FIC's] umbrella organization". JPUSA does not
have any "official status" with the FIC beyond their self-created and selfmaintained listing in our online directory.
http://www.ic.org/directory/jesus-people-usa-jpusa/
Sincerely,
McCune
FIC Staff

28 Dec 2016
Sky Blue
Twin Oaks Community
Twin Oaks Rd.
Louisa VA 23093

Mr. Blue,
As a former 10 year member of the Jesus People cult of Chicago I am asking that you delete
them from your on-line directory. This is a simple request. Not a problem to hit a keyboard
button. Is it? For background information I have enclosed an edited summary of my e-mail
correspondence with McCune.
A.) THE SITUATION
I had a wonderful and helpful conversation last summer with Chris Roth. He admitted that the
term “intentional community” is not concisely defined—let alone branded. In light of this fact, it
is obvious that the term functions as a meaningless label. Because of this FIC is powerless
(legally or otherwise) to prevent the label’s misuse by any organization which choses to
appropriate its vague positive value for its own ends. Chris stated that FIC is more like a trade
group (whatever that means). He likened the FIC directory to a telephone book. He also stated
that there is no vetting process in place and my e-mails with McCune confirm this.
I asked Chris the theoretical question as to what would happen if I and my frat buddies decided
to apply for “membership” in FIC. He stated that we would not be listed but was vague as to the
exact reasons why. TOGA!!! TOGA!!! TOGA!!! A fraternity would seem to qualify as an
alternative lifestyle, don’t ya think? I could invent an altruistic raison d’etre and call ourselves
The Blutarsky-ites. I am sure that I could come up with a philosophical system saner than many
of the –isms that have been put out into the world
So theoretically there must be some sort of vetting process. All of FIC’s published material has
the theme of how great intentional communities are. Fair enough. Anyone promoting anything
will accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative. However, with no vetting process in
place, a cult like JP who violates FIC’s stated humanistic ideals, is listed. At best this situation is
irresponsible and unprofessional. At worst it is dishonest and hypocritical.

B.) THE PROBLEM
The general public will view a listing in the directory as an endorsement. Most will make the
reasonable assumption that the listed organizations uphold the propagated ideals. The problem
is that FIC is acting as a carnival barker and can potentially lead the unsuspecting into joining an
inhumane and dangerous cult. Yes, I have read your various buyer beware disclaimers and the
remedies McCune proposed. These may help you sleep at night but they are woefully
inadequate to address my concerns about JP or any of the other cults you have listed. To
further compound this problem, FIC has published an apologetic argument by Tim Miller that
diminishes and negates the clear fact that “cults” (his air quotes) do exist. If you think
Scientology is not a cult then your mind must be clear to the point of empty.
I have also enclosed: 1.) A reprint of an article available on Buzzfeed.com (AUG 2015) about
former member Jamie Prater and his documentary “No Place to Call Home”. This was originally
going to be a feature cover story for the Rolling Stone magazine but they drug their feet on it
and eventually backed out after their University of Virginia rape story fiasco. Last I knew his
documentary is available on his facebook account of the same name and on Vimeo.com.
2.) Two reprints from my website Thepoisonedwell.org The information on my site is too
detailed for our purposes here but the enclosures will give you a good and relatively short
summation of the JP reality. 3.) My letter/commentary to Tim Miller if I get it done before I mail
this. It will follow if I don’t.
C.) VENN DIAGRAM
I will explore the issue of cults in Tim’s letter. Cults do exist. Lots and lots of them. Most are
small because of the difficulties in maintaining near total control of their members in a larger
setting. Almost all of them fly under society’s radar and are unrecognized for what they are.
Near as I can tell, an intentional community requires a person to make a serious commitment of
their life, time and energy to an organization. Also a financial commitment that goes far beyond
what is called a tithe. It is probably more accurate to say any group meeting the requirements
under the guidelines of an IRS 501 (d) tax status (common purse) is an intentional community.
In most cases the sacrifice/commitment is brought about with the help of an appeal to an
altruistic and idealistic theory. Note: Even if such an appeal is not God based but humanistic, it
does NOT make it any less religious than your average Evangelical born-again nastiness.
It is easy to see how the above can be misused by the ignorant and/or unscrupulous.

C.) CON’T
I had an interesting reaction when I read through the Twin Oaks Community vs. (IRS)
Commissioner. I intended to educate myself on the IRS 501 (d) tax status. Half a page in and I
was wondering if Twin Oaks was a cult because of the shared, and in many aspects, the
identical modus operandi as JP. Obviously Twin Oaks is not a cult. Neither are the vast majority
of the organizations listed in FIC’s directory.
My point is that the ingredients/recipe that go into forming an intentional community are also
the base ingredients that go into forming many a cult. It is not an overly biased generalization
to say that many an intentional community is a cult in embryo. I think that this is the reason
why Tim Miller wrote: “Intentional Communities are often drawn into the “cult” controversy”
(his air quotes around the word cult). This situation points out the need for more due diligence
on FIC’s part before accepting at face value whatever self-aggrandizing niceties a group wishes
to say about itself.
By FIC’s current operating standards The Moonies, The Hare Krishnas, and both Jim Jones’ and
David Koresh’s cults were intentional communities. A “rose” by any other name…

D.) MORE PROBLEMS
The Cult Education Institute run by Rick Ross has the most extensive list of cults anywhere. It is
extensive but far, far, far from exhaustive. Rick told me that he has had JP listed for close to 20
years. I cross referenced his list with your print directory and came up with seven groups listed
on both.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Anada in Sacramento CA pg. 131
Ganas in Staten Island NY pg. 191
Kashi Ashram in Ft. Lauderdale FL pg. 212
The Love Israel Family in Kettle Falls WA pg. 404
Rainbow Family Gatherings pg. 258
The Twelve tribes in Valley Center CA pg. 294
The Family International HQ’ed in D.C. pg 183

See Rick’s Cult Education Institute website for more information.

D.) CON’T
The sixth seems to be franchised. See Question12tribes.com (Network heading) for a
multitude of info. I was stunned by the seventh: The Family International. This is David
Berg’s Children of God. (COG) They are most famous for the sexual exploitation of their
children and for being the place River and Joaquin Phoenix spent part of their
childhoods. Are you (personally) okay with promoting this?
The use of the euphemism “alternative lifestyles” needs to end when felonies against
children begin.
I tossed in a copy of a newspaper article from 1971 I ran across in my JP research. In it
you have Linda Meissner and Jim Palosaari preaching on the same stage. She eventually
becomes a COG lieutenant and his group in Milwaukee gives birth to JP.
The Jesus Movement was such crap.
Side note: one of the girls pictured was at JP when I got there in 1976. So was her sister.
She left in the late ‘70’s but over forty years later her sister is still there.

E.) KELLY AND KERRY
Touching on the facts of how widespread and unrecognized cults are, I have a brother
and sister in a particularly nasty cult near Waco TX. They joined in the early 80’s. I left JP
in 1986 and went down to visit. She put me up in a spare bedroom. A couple days later
they invited me to one of their church services. I respectfully declined. Her husband
proceeded to inform me that since I was in God’s house (meaning theirs) I had to do
what God wanted and attend. Smart ass that I am, I told him that I knew I was in his
house but that it was debatable if it was God’s. Fireworks. They screamed at me and
proceeded to throw me out. (Never trust a believer who lacks a sense of humor). I will
forever have the memory of my sister standing at the end of God’s driveway with her
face crimson and veins bulging all the while shouting that I was on my way to Hell. I
have only been a recipient of such hatred one other time. It was from a “deaconess” in
JP named Tina Herrin. But that is another story for another time.

E.) CON’T
I knew then that who my sister had been, the kid I grown up with, was gone. She and my
brother were dead. Not just to me but to themselves. I knew then that they were
hopeless cases. They were not coming back nor would they ever leave the group. It has
been 30 years now and unfortunately that insight has been proven accurate.
Cults do exist. People get murdered in cults. People lose their personality and
individuality, like my siblings, in cults. Children are beaten and sexually exploited in
cults. The lucky ones who get out after being used, abused and worn out, have had their
lives forever altered. We are traumatized, haunted, scared and hurting from the
experience. Many are in dire need of psychological help. I have known two who, in a
large part due to their JP experience, have committed suicide. This is not a theological
game. This is not an academic debate.
People’s lives are at risk.
Like many cults and/or intentional communities my siblings group operate their own
businesses. One of their clients is a former civil servant named George W. Bush. I was on
a visit to Salina in 2004 when I saw a picture stuck on my mom’s refrigerator. It was a
photo of my brother-in-law shaking hands with the President. I had a couple of nieces
who were assigned to a cleaning crew that serviced the Crawford Ranch. I don’t think
they ever got let into the main building on the compound but cleaned the satellite/out
buildings. They were on a first name basis with some of the men in black and would
bring them gifts of baked goods. Secret Service agents munching on cult cookies. It is
indeed a strange world.
My point is: With so much investigative power at his disposal, Mr. Bush did not realize
that he had hired cult members to preform janitorial services. For Sweet Louisa’s Sakes,
his daddy was once Director of the C.I.A.
If George W. didn’t see it, I guess I should not be surprised that FIC can’t recognize what
a cult looks like either.

F.) GOOD LUCK
Historically, the majority of Utopian Dreams become nightmares.
Briefly, the reason these dreams go off the rails is because of the reluctance of human
beings to use and then ACT on objective, critical analysis and reality testing. No, I am not
deliberately trying to sound like a Marxist or a therapist. Objective criticism gets
interpreted as a negative and most people respond defensively, close their eyes and
ears, then double-down on the dream. Persecution is optional. One thing I have learned
along the way is that the three hardest things for a human being to say and mean are: I
am wrong. I am sorry. I need help.
It is a not very intelligent design flaw built into the species.
Most act as if their beliefs are something real, sacred and absolute. They are not. Beliefs
at base are ONLY ideas. They are not real. They are not sacred. They are not, nor do they
reference anything, absolute. To change beliefs will cause emotional upheaval. Most
would rather not go through this. They invariably dig the mental foxhole deeper. One
result is that the opportunity for positive change that critical thinking offers is missed.
About a year ago a gal from Salina spent some time at The Dancing Rabbit Community.
The local Journal printed a few of her dispatches on the editorial page. The place seems
laudable enough.
I get that you and your comrades are very serious and sincere about your dream of
intentional community and the betterment of humanity. I get that you work hard at it. I
get that a lot of good is accomplished by your efforts. But that doesn’t mean that a
problem or two is non-existent.
That’s just the way it is.

G.) CONCLUSION
All I am asking is that FIC remove Jesus People of Chicago from the on-line directory.
I’d like to see FIC be more responsible with the situation/issue of who gets listed in your
telephone directory but your internal workings are not any of my business.
At the end of the day you will do whatever you want with this.
And so it goes,

Shawn Haugh
420 S. College Ave.
Salina KS 67401
Cell # (785) 819 0054

10 MAR 2017

Tim Miller
c/o KU Department of Religious Studies
1300 Oread Street
Lawrence KS 66405
Greetings fellow citizen of The Glorious People’s Republic of Brownbackestan,
A) PRUNING
As a former ten year member of the Jesus People Cult of Chicago (JP) I must ask: What
controversy? As I have tried to tell the inside story of this cult over the last two years I have
universally met with indifference from the general public, media, watchdog groups,
governmental oversight agencies at all levels, researchers and academics, experts on
cult/religious issues and even the vast majority of the ex-members of JP. The issue is ignored
until the bodies pile up or there is some bit of salaciousness that is too tasty to ignore. Ratings
rule. At that point there is a brief frenzy of media inspired hysteria followed by a silence akin to
Nessy slumbering at the bottom of her/his loch.
Kindhearted gadfly that I am, I have taken it upon myself to write and address a few of the
many misconceptions in your article found both in FIC’s print and on line directories. I will
ignore what appear to be the straw man arguments contained within. I can’t tell if your
reasoning is predesigned propaganda, based on misinformation or just a complete lack of
understanding of the topic. After reading your article and some of the Fall 1995 #88 issue of the
FIC magazine, which you had a major hand in editing, I can tell you that your vast knowledge of
religious systems (probably mostly theoretical) does not apply experientially to cults in the real
world. Theory vs. Praxis. It is not a new topic in philosophical debate, as I am sure you are
aware.
I will ignore 1) “The Controversy.” (Yeah air-quotes!!! I like parentheses as well). 2) The threat
level posed to Society. (I Hate Capitalizing). 3) The number of “whatever you want to call them”
and the number of people involved. 4) Your unprovable assertion that cults do not exist or “if
something like them does,” they are by and large innocuous.
However if I missed it, please tell me in what portico this debate rages. I will be more than
happy to don my tunic and laurel wreath while wading sandal clad into such depths. Fact is I
know as much as, and often times more, about this than many of those who are regarded, or
regard themselves, as experts. It is because I know this from the inside out. From both the
experiential and theoretical points of view.

B) GENERALITIES
The whole tenor of FIC’s published materials about cults comes across like a Dr. Pepper
commercial: “We are so misunderstood.” One solution you propose in your article: “Would
consist of the abandonment of the term “cult” itself.” (Your air-quotes) I should not have to
waste time on an Aristotelian (Thank the gods for Spell Check) proof text to persuade a college
professor that if an object of research happens to be not accurately labelled or poorly defined,
it is illogical to conclude the object is non-existent. You are going to need more than air-quotes
to prove your thesis. (At least at K-State) LOL (It’s a Kansas thaaang)
The problem is the definition of the word CULT. The “field” of cult research is a fragmented
mess. It is approached primarily from three different perspectives. 1) Religious/Theological. 2)
Psychological. 3) Academic. Each brings helpful insights but also a ton of predigested theoretical
baggage. These theories become counter-productive as an aid to understanding when (and
often) the members of the respective disciplines selectively look for and interpret data to fit
their own predesigned theoretical schema. I’ll only touch on the fact that many of these
theories are just plain wrong and/or unproven. Some cults like JP pose as anti-cult activists.
Many academics like yourself and special interest organizations like FIC act as apologists and
defenders of what are clearly and provably toxic, dangerous and abusive organizations. I
enclosed a copy of a letter I wrote to the Director of Wellspring, the only cult recovery center in
the USA. I think you will see that I am aware a problem exists.
Otherwise I feel you. I have a long list of words that I try not to use because the definitions are
so corrupted or non-specific. The words Christian and spiritual are at the top. Believers have
murdered each other for centuries over the definition of the former. The latter has been so
misused it no longer deserves to have vowels and should be spelled “sprtl.”
In my interactions with FIC representatives it became obvious that they do not have a concise
definition of the term intentional community. I ask you, if a person cannot precisely define the
words they use, then how do they or others know what is being talked about? We are now
comparing two undefined terms, cults and intentional communities. Might as well be talking
about Klingons and Romulons. The lack of agreed upon objective definitions sets any discussion
down the path towards total subjectivity where each is free to interpret the terms in any way
they see fit. This inevitably leads to chaos, confusion, misunderstandings and “controversy.”
In short: A fragmented mess.
At the end of this letter I will give you the definition of a cult and how to identify one. It works
and will prove itself experimentally if put to the test in the real world. The resolution to FIC’s
problems of its listees being misdiagnosed as cults lies in the 180 degree flip of the solution you
proposed.

C) BULLET POINTS
“One wishes that the (((excuses and minimizations offered by apologists on behalf of cults))) so
easy to throw around in generalities, would be based on real case by case evidence.”
Tim Miller.
It is a brilliant passage that I could not agree with more. FIRST look at the specifics and
facts/evidence, THEN base and vary the generalities and theories/ conclusions upon the facts.
Not the other way around. Obviously it is from your article. I took the liberty to upgrade the
passage by replacing your original words between the parentheseses (((anti-cult
denunciations))) Reads better now, don’t ya think?
In your article you list eight bullet points from a cult watch list. You made a mistake in accepting
at face value the statement that a list like this can be used to identify a cult. They can’t be used
for that purpose. It won’t work. This again highlights what I said above about the lack of clearly
defined and objectified terms. It is a burden we all labor under.
The reason is because this is a list of DESCRIPTIONS not of definitions. A disease is not the sum
of its symptoms nor is it defined by them. Example: The flu is not a fever, sore throat or a
headache. The flu is defined as an infectious disease caused by a virus. Only the presence of a
particular class of virus can identify/prove you have the flu. In practice one does not need to go
this far unless you work for the CDC. Take antibiotics and you will feel like new in a few days.
This method of working backwards from symptom to cause to cure is effective in this example
because the definition for the flu is concise and the tests for the virus have been experimentally
proven.
Analogy: The bullet list is a list of symptoms. The working backwards to the cause/definition of
the disease cannot be fruitful when there is no definition of a cult and therefore no idea of the
class of virus that is being searched/tested for. To compound this problem, all cults will behave
deceptively in order to hide the true nature of its virus from prying eyes.
Tim, you took a list that said cults/squares have four 45 degree angles. You argue that other
groups/rectangles also have four 45 degree angles. True enough. But you haven’t proven cults
do not exist anymore than squares do not exist. What is proved is lists like this don’t work.
Isn’t this obvious???

D) REALITY TEST #1
You wrote “What is unfair is singling out small religious organizations for persecution…”
Persecution is a very, strong word to throw around as a generality. The applicable Webster
definition is: “To cause to suffer because of a belief.” I would add “or identity” i.e. ethnicity
gender and sexual orientation. Please back up the passage and tell me SPECIFICALLY by whom
and to whom is this happening. Two modern-day case examples will suffice to get us started.
I rarely pre-argue or preempt an expected reply. To save time and effort on the off chance you
respond, I will do so here. I will not accept as valid any cases where the “persecution” is done
by ex-members to their former groups. Nor as valid any case where a researcher’s report is
based largely on ex-member testimonials. I will give you Waco with extreme reservations only
because I do not want to get into it with ya’ll. It was not my cult. Mr. Bates article was
deplorably one sided to the point of propaganda. This kind of thing is not amenable to reason,
so let’s just score one for you and move along.
In the case of my cult, I went to war to close JP not because of their beliefs. Frankly Scarlet, I
don’t give a rat’s ass what they believe. I tried to get the place shut down because the ruling
overlords refused to do anything to stop the wholesale molestation of the children inside the
joint. It is the case with almost all ex’s that their points of contention with their former groups
revolve around the group’s ACTIONS not beliefs. Therefore the term persecution does not
apply. Furthermore, the ex-members psychological paradigm is more complex than can be
pigeonholed into an us-vs.-them dynamic. That simplistic context is superimposed on the
interaction by the cults themselves. It is a shame researchers can’t recognize this smoke screen
for what it is: A way of avoiding any issue raised. It shifts the parameters of the debate so they
can grab the high moral ground of “innocent victim.” This is a 180 flip of reality and is itself a
symptom of delusional thinking. This was the entire theme of Mr. Bate’s one-sided Waco
article, even to the point where he proposes that David Koresh may have been,” a modern-day
martyr.” Go a bit father down that Conspiracy Theory river and you will soon be publishing the
logical, but equally absurd proposition, that Tim McVeigh was a modern-day saint.
Cults will always attack any detractor. It is a pathological behavior. It will play out in EVERY
interaction where a criticism is raised. That is why I am sorry to say that your statement “That
dialogue is usually possible” is proven to be a ludicrous fantasy when put to the test in this
realm. Maybe it is true in other spheres, but not here.

D) CON’T
Of all the universities in all the towns in all the world, you have to teach in one that is within
driving distance of Salina. LOL What is known to only a few is that I was the one who lit the fuse
that led to the Enroth “controversy” surrounding JP in the early 1990’s. I have reprinted and
enclosed Part 1 from my website thepoisonedwell.org. It contains the inside story behind those
headlines. If you care to go on-line, Part 2 will explain WHAT the group is and Part 3 will explain
WHY it is the way it is.
I do not think very many outside the Alcoholic Anonymous family/community understand how
much leeway we allow each other to take in expressing our thoughts with a very brutal gutlevel honesty. I know it is not the academic way. In conclusion, I will be as blunt as an A.A.
sponsor. It is a literary and stylistic choice in order to get my point across about FIC’s views on
cults. No disrespect intended.
Wah!!! Wah!!! Baby Cry Cry. Poor unjustly accused intentional communities. Just minding their
own business out in the organic garden and BOOM they find themselves suddenly drawn into
“The Great American Cult Controversy.”
Grow Up! Get Real! One reason some of FIC’s listees are called cults is because THEY ARE!!!
If that unfairly taints those in the Directory who are not cults then don’t blame anti-cult
denouncers. Take some responsibility and cull your Directory. This can be done without
violating Fic’s Sacred Abstraction and guiding principle of inclusion. Clean up your side of the
street and I am sure you will have a lot less to complain about.
Unless FIC likes having a persecution complex. It is an odd quirk of human behavior that some
people find the feeling of being unjustly persecuted very self-affirming. It is considered a
Christian virtue in some Evangelical circles. The “Keep Mithra in X-mas” bumper stickers for
example. I’ve read that it was an attitude of the early Quakers and hats off to them.
I am open to modify my views as facts dictate. I am a firm proponent of the Gambini Method in
research. Vincent La Guardia Gambini is Brooklyn’s most famous philosopher. His system is
simply to ask “Are you sure? How can you be so sure?” BRILLIANT. I also apply it to myself. “Am
I sure? How can I be so sure?” I am open to dialogue but ya gotta give me factual information
for it to be fruitful to either one of us.
For now, I will meander off into a few topics that are pertinent but do not directly impact your
article. At the worst I’ll leave something interesting for posterity.

E) RABID DOG
The function of art is to objectify and mythologize that within us which we are too close to see.
The title refers to the fourth episode of the final season in the Breaking Bad series. The episode
touches upon how Walt’s criminal behavior affects some of the characters around him. I will
use the episode and its dialogue to explain some of the psychological issues I have faced.
a.) WRONG. Hank catches Jessie ready to burn down Walt’s house. Jesse says, “You know what
he did? He poisoned a little kid.” The latest count of adults who have said that they were
sexually molested as children at JP is 120. No one knows how many have yet to speak out. The
only certainty is that as long as the joint is in existence, the number will grow.
NOTHING ELSE ABOUT JP MATTERS.
Like Jesse I want to scream, “Do you know what they did.” On an emotional level I will always
be shocked by this fact. My mantra then in 1990 (when I first discovered this) is the same as
now. THIS IS SO WRONG. I will always shake my head in amazement and wonder at the lack of
response and concern of others to this. Intellectually I understand the personal and society
wide reasons for a ho-hum response. At times I struggle to maintain a smile and polite decorum
if in discussion over this. You should read what is on the editing room floor after writing one of
these. LOL Inside I am screaming, “Don’t you get it? Children are being beaten. Children are
being raped.”
Later in the episode Marie says, “That baby under his roof. I get just sick thinking about it.”
I can relate.
b.) NEVER AGAIN. A component of being indoctrinated is learning how to self-censor. Not to
think or feel anything outside of the ideology. When that “activity” becomes a normal and
habitually reflexive unconscious response (an internal psychological mechanism) you are
brainwashed. Cult overlords can trigger this internal mechanism at will to silence dissent and
ensure compliance. After leaving I vowed never to censor myself, I would feel and think
whatever I happened to feel and think, even if it was a f-ing F-bomb.
It took a while to learn that just because I felt something, I did not need to say it aloud. Just
because a thing was true or funny did not mean it needed said. And it took longer to learn that
not saying it aloud wasn’t dishonest. I eventually realized the view that honesty is saying what
you think is askew. If it was accurate you would end up with a society that looks like the one in
the Ricky Gervais comedy “The Invention of Lying.” The realm of personal/subjective responses
and the realm of external/societal interactions are inverted. Internal works best with truth and
objectivity, followed by compassion and caring for yourself. External works best with empathy
taking the lead and truth being an option when and if needed to help another/others.

E) CON’T 1
In short I learned that it was always O.K. to let my “inner me” have its say no matter how
irrational, childish or ridiculous it sounded. But it was usually not advisable to let “inner me” act
out externally. My mantra in therapy was,”Let it have its say but not its way.” In this passage
“it” being whatever pain, hurt, anger, or emotion was kicking up at the time.
In the episode Marie talks about researching for poisons with which to murder Walt. The
rational psychiatrist tells her violence is not an advisable course of action. She looks at him and
says “Of course I’d never do it. It just feels good to think about.” I’ve had a few vengeance
fantasies along the way.
c.) STOP Jesse screams, “He can’t keep getting away with this.” My version was and still is,
“THIS NEEDS TO STOP.” Like Jesse I was angry and I spent a good deal of 1990-94 trying to
“burn” the place down. It is not just the abuse that is wrong and needs to stop. The cult itself is
an unspeakable place of filth. There is no valid reason for JP’s existence on the planet. This time
around the anger has turned into sadness over the complete unnecessariness of it all. When I
get Part 4 done I’ll take a little time and see if I can’t get the joint taken apart piece by piece.
The foundation is not as strong as it looks and I know where all the stress points are. It is a parttime hobby for me now, not a war.
The main emotion I feel now over this is exasperation, especially at the ignorance and blindness
around the group. My mantra is, “ENOUGH IS ENOUGH.” Enough of the nonsense, this childish
make belief. It’s not all that complex. I do find that I have to recharge my patience and
compassion. I remind myself that I also was once lost, blind and hurting.
d.) ISOLATION The fact and feeling of never being normal played into a surreal feeling of nonconnectedness with those around me. This was a toughie. If I shared my JP experience, the
response was universal. Folks would stare back at me like I was from another planet. They were
obviously uncomfortable with what I had shared. It was the same awkwardness most people
feel at a funeral when there are no “right” words to say. I learned not to talk about it. This was
not because the experiences were traumatic to recount. On the contrary, it would have been
healthy to get the stories out and hear another’s feedback. Big mistake to talk about it because
nobody wanted to listen. Even if they did they weren’t going to understand. Why bother,
especially when the “you are from another planet stare” served to reinforced the feelings of
non-connectedness.
I used to feel sorry for myself over this. Wah!!! Wah!!! I finally realized this was a good thing. I
do not wish for anyone to undergo the life experiences necessary to render them capable of
relating to what I was describing.

E) CON’T 2
e.) MINIMIZATION The therapist says to Marie, “We all lead double lives to some extent. We all
have our secrets.” Squares and rectangles. Also a classic case of minimization by use of halfassed platitudes, euphemisms and generalities. Marie’s response, “Not like this. Not like him.”
BRILLIANT and BEAUTIFUL. My version is, “That does not apply here.”
Tim, the entire thrust of your article was to minimize the severity of a cult and the impact upon
someone trapped in such a place. Crikey, you even went so far as to (in so many words and air
quotes) deny the very existence of such exotic creatures. Believe me, they are not an
endangered species.
The most common way to minimize the severe effects of cult membership is to gloss over the
complex psychological details and substitute the simplistic generality of total subjectivity. A
“one man’s trash is another man’s treasure” or “It’s not everybody’s cup of tea.” This skips over
the discussion of whether the tea may be poisoned.
To clarify: This subjectivity of personal tastes theory applies in many cases when dealing with
the recruitment process or a novice convert. But not here in my case after ten years inside or in
the cases of long term members. We have drunk enough tea to be familiar with both its taste
and aftertaste.
f.) PREJUDICE It is a source of unending irritation to me (as it would be for anyone) to have
“experts” pre-judge my motivations and intents. To negate the value of what I have to say
before I say it. To be spoken for by strangers with ulterior motives rather than being allowed to
represent myself for myself.
g.) IDIOT I love Marie’s comment, “For being such an idiotic stupid idiot.” Self-recriminations. I
threw a lot of more colorful ones at myself. I once had a therapist ask me if I thought I had selfimage issues. This was a cult sweetie. I am dealing with self-hatred.
My trust in JP to “disciple” me was rewarded with guilt manipulation. As with all Christian cults,
JP uses a bankrupt metaphysical concept of sin. This concept was pounded into me 24/7 and
reinforced by the communal structure. It ground down my “self-image” like a Marine Corps drill
sergeant. My “born again” self-image was dirty, worthless, bad, wrong, evil, and untrustworthy,
with absolutely nothing of positive value in me. The solution to this horrible personhood was
submission and obedience to “God’s anointed Elders.”

E) CON’T 3
The simplistic Pollyanna cognitive platitude, “Don’t beat yourself up” was of no help in
recovery. It did not touch this self-hatred conditioning in the least.
h.) DUPED Marie says, “How could I have not seen this? To be this wrong about someone. To
be this off.” I am sure most can relate to this. It is the depth at which an ex-member is affected
that is hard to get across. I lost ten years of my life directly to the joint and many years in
undoing what was done to me. Not to mention the financial costs, lost opportunities in my
future etc…
i.) SHAME This was a biggie to get through and it took a while. Shame is not a cult specific
symptom and is well understood by therapeutic professionals. No need for further comments.
j.) ERASED The subjugation of myself, my thoughts, my decisions, my emotions, everything to
the whims of the overlords led to the breakdown of what is commonly called personality and
individuality. “I” was erased. I was literally remolded into a tool for the group’s use. Nothing
existed outside of that fact, including a “me.” Please take me at my word that I experienced
this. Let’s not do the squares and rectangles thing again. It is so tiring.
k.) OBSESSIVENESS Love where Marie says, “Let’s talk about something else” and then drifts off
into a revenge fantasy. It is easy to get into a place where little else matters except what you
are feeling. The day to day seems soooo unimportant. The therapist tries to get her to focus on
what she had previously told him about a problem with the parking protocol at her place of
work. Forgive the French but I would have written her response, “Who gives a shit.”
I eventually turned this form of dissociation into a positive. I realized how much in this world is
petty when compared to spending ten years as a brainwashed cult member. I also took some
self-confidence away from the fact that since I got myself through the recovery process I can
probably get myself through anything.
l.) HELPLESSNESS Marie says, “There’s nothing to be done. O.K.!!! He screwed us and he won.”
This is a huge thing to deal with in recovery. I think most people can relate to feeling powerless,
helpless and hopeless. I love Jesse explaining to Hank “I got stories that’ll make your toes curl,
but it’s my word against his kind of stuff.” Journalists call Jesse’s stories allegations. And Hank’s
comment to Gomez, “Just the word of one nut-job meth-head (disgruntled ex) against Mr.
Rogers who has a lung tumor (JP, the Evangelical Age of Aquarius darlings).”
I can so relate

E) CON’T 4
m.) DEPRESSION Ought to be obvious that this is a big problem in recovery. I got away easy on
this one. Most don’t. My personality make-up always took me straight to anger. I channeled
this emotion into action. When I walked away from dealing with this JP mess in 1994 I was
DONE. I found comfort and release for any depression, and for the more melancholy aspects of
my Irish-German heritage, in beer. Liquid Optimism.
n.) ADDICTION Common for ex’s. I do not place my alcoholism at JP’s feet. I was probably going
to dance with that tiger at some point in my life one way or another. However, there is no
doubt in my mind that my JP career prolonged my drinking career years longer than it would
have lasted otherwise.
o.) GRIEF Most have lost someone or something loved in their lives. There is a twist in the cult
setting. What has died, what you have lost, is you. One is simultaneously both victim and
accomplice in your own murder. This is a symptom that is cult specific. It is a House of Mirrors
“craziness” that cannot be understood without a thorough understanding of the nature of
brainwashing, and NO; it is not Schizophrenia. Not even close. The Psychology Folks have no
idea this exists. I’ll explain it elsewhere, hopefully soon.
p.) DECEPTION and BETRAYAL The twins. Betrayal is the normal human reaction to being
deceived by another. Think about how it would feel if your spouse of many years is found to have
been cheating on you for all of them. It is the same feeling ex-cult members have. What you
thought about him/her was a lie. More extreme here because EVERYTHING you thought was a
lie, your entire world.
As above, there are particular twists that are unique in the cult setting. Even many ex-members
do not realize in full what happened to them. Does it not seem odd that a person in a cult does
not know he/she is in a cult? I didn’t. It took me three years after I left before I questioned it. I
did so because it became apparent that my experience in JP was “somehow” negatively
affecting my life. The short answer: The internal mechanisms of control implanted by the
brainwashing were still there. They were being inadvertently triggered and I was reacting to this
like a two year old who has just discovered the word NO. There was also all the stuffed pain and
hurt that I had little idea were there and affecting my motivations and decisions.

E) CON’T 5
q) BREAKDOWN It is far from universal but it happens. There seems to be a part of the human
psyche that blinds a person to trauma in order not to overwhelm the system. It is not a joke to
say the brain has a mind of its own. Sometimes this self-defense mechanism breaks down. I
once watched this happen to an ex-JP member. I watched her get agitated and she started
talking about her sexual abuse as a child over ten years earlier inside JP. She began rambling
incoherently, and started muttering. I watched her personality dissolve in about 30 seconds as
she lapsed into a catatonic state. No response to anything around her, just a blank stare. Off to
the emergency room we went.
So that’s a brief summary. These issues are within the norm for this kind of thing. My ability to
articulate them is above average.
I understand the challenges of leaving the rectangle of the communal lifestyle and re-entry into
general society. It is a huge adjustment in the best of circumstances. Leaving the square of cults
makes re-entry a much harder process with the deceit and betrayal twins on your back.
I had to see it first. There were implanted mechanisms, the simple sheer shock of it all, the
depth and nature of the lies, and my internal self-defense apparatus to overcome. These all
worked to counter purposes in seeing clearly the reality of what I had gone through.
I arrived at clarity bit by bit. There followed the process of feeling and healing the emotional
responses. Also accepting the facts and consequences of being victimized. Recreating a
personhood, a self, a life. Also learning to live with the scars.
Most don’t get beyond this point. Many not even here. I went further and drew out the lessons
which apply universally to the human condition.
I haven’t viewed myself as an ex-cult member for a good 15 years. I do not self-identify as a
victim. I am an ex ex in the same way that I am an ex ex-alcoholic. Neither alcohol nor cults play
any significant role in my life. I haven’t been to an A.A. meeting in over four years. I don’t need
it anymore and I don’t need to be doing this. I chose to at the end of 2014 because I have
unique insights that will benefit others should they choose to consider want I’ve written. I’ll
follow this journey to its end and see what plays out.

F) REALITY TEST #2
Because I was personally involved I will comment on Dr. Shupe’s nonsense published in FIC’s
magazine issue #88 and edited by yourself. Tim, be careful what you wish for. You wish for case
by case evidence? Are you prepared to take the time and effort needed to sift through the
mountains of data and minutia to arrive at evidence? I am only giving you a small percentage of
what I know. There are literally hundreds of more ex-JP’s that have spoken out and their
testimony would turn any investigation into a full time job for a staff of researchers.
a.) INACCURACIES #1 “They (JP) simply eliminated social class distinctions.” This is a 180 flip of
reality and nothing could be farther from the truth. See the enclosed letter to Eric Pement.
#2 “They (JP) rejected it (The Shepherding Movement)…” The overlords did not reject this
teaching. They INSTITUTIONALIZED it. The “family social structure” was how it was done. See
Part2 of The Poisoned Well.
Dr. Shupe is repeating lies he was told AS IF they were researched facts.
b.) RESEARCH BIAS “The testimonies of angry disillusioned formerly committed ex-members
must always be taken with a grain of salt as an accurate interpretation of events.” Why the
prejudice? We lived the reality and are the only ones who have the advantage of both an
insider’s experience and an outsider’s perspective.
c.) THE SITUATION “Enroth’s charges were a patent embarrassment. JPUSA now stood accused
of the very abuses it had been opposing for years.”
The shorthand definition of unbiased: What is good for the goose is good for the gander. How
about we flip it and say: “The testimony of overlords who have a vested interest in covering up
scandal must always be taken with a grain of salt as an accurate interpretation of events.” If the
JP/Enroth “firestorm” is approached objectively and without bias we arrive at the classic
dynamic of he said/she said. Recriminations abound on both sides of the fence. There is
something here because there is too much smoke for there not to be a fire.
d.) BAD FAITH “There is no reason to think that Enroth, his informants, or any of the dedicated
persons who make up JPUSA acted in bad faith in this matter.”
Informants on one side and dedicated persons on the other. And this is non-biased how?
Seriously, his conclusion is: This was just an unintentional misunderstanding surrounding an
intentional community due to the nature of contractual versus covenantal social paradigms?
This sounds like a starting hypothesis.

F) CON’T 1
e.) HINDSIGHT There is a lot of truth in the saying “Hindsight is 20/20 vision.” Let’s see if we
can do better than Dr. Shupe’s “conclusion” now. On Jamie’s documentary you will see him,
Shea, Ruth and Ginny recounting their, or their children’s, experiences of sexual abuse. Each
tells of conversations with the JP overlords. All these conversations happened BEFORE Dr.
Enroth’s involvement. At the time Dr. Enroth got involved only Shea was outside. The others
were still “dedicated persons” making up JP. I knew of more cases but I will stick to the
publically documented ones lest I be accused of here-say or of using second-hand testimony.
We now possess first person accounts. In retrospect it is obvious that when Dr. Shupe stated.
“The only occasion where JP had a case.” was inaccurate. The JP overlords and the Swedish
Covenant executives knew there were far more than just a single incident WHEN this was
published in 1995.
f.) SPECIFICS On Jamie’s documentary you will see Vicki and Jenny presenting first hand
testimony of their sexual abuse at the hands of overlord John D. Herrin. Jenny is the daughter
of then overlord Dennis Cadieux. It appears that these cases were kept secret even from the
other “Elders.” Obviously, given who Jenny was. As above, this happened before Dr. Enroth’s
shakedown of his informants. (LOL). Both were out at the time. Vicki talked with Ron but I am
not sure Jenny ever did.
We now possess clear evidence of at least one overlord at JP committing and covering up
scandal prior to 1995.
g.) ”TESTY DIALOGUE” is what Dr. Shupe called the Dr. Enroth and JP/Swedish Covenant (ECC)
exchanges. JP launched a full scale attack. It was often vicious and slanderous as is evident if
you read through the letters and faxes. You can take my word for it. If not, let me know and I
will run down and send you the raw material.
Jon “Mad Dog” Trott and Eric “Poindexter” Pement were the spokespersons. On Jamie’s
documentary you will see two of Jon’s daughters talking about the beatings and sexual abuse
they underwent inside JP while children. This was going on while Jon was defending JP.
Eric is the person Dr. Shupe refers to as being on the board of EMNR. He still is today. Eric and
his wife Barb left in 2003. Later Barb spent some time at The Wellspring Cult Recovery Center.
Their head researcher, Larry Pile, e-mailed me a copy of the glowing endorsement she wrote
concerning her time at Wellspring. Eric is regarded as an expert on cults/new religions. His wife
attended a cult recovery center due to her experiences in JP, a group Eric cites on his resume.
An incongruity at best.

F) CON’T 2
h.) SMOKE SCREEN “The anonymity of his (Dr. Enroth’s) sources.”
This “Wah!!! Wah!!! We are innocents under attack from anonymous sources” song and dance
routine, is complete and total rubbish.
#1 An anonymous story is only anonymous to outsiders. To those of us on the inside of a small
communal group like JP, it is an open secret. I have never heard Jamie publically divulge the
name of the kid who molested him. I know exactly who he is without having to ask, simply by
the “anonymous” details in Jamie’s story. I heard Michelle’s story on the documentary. I and all
who were there at the time know exactly who fondled her. He was taken from his parents when
they joined. He was raised in the family of overlord and sexual predator John D. Herrin. It is not
surprising he has some of this going on in his life. Poor kid. One of his siblings is on Jamie’s
documentary and he is/was none too happy with her about it.
#2 The originator of any significant story of abuse was known to the overlords because they
were active participants in the events being recounted.
#3 They damn well knew who I was and that I had named names.
Disingenuous? Certainly. Bad faith? I think so. Your thoughts?
i.) NAMING NAMES I will stick to the cases that the participants have chosen to make public. In
early 1993 I sent a letter to Dr. Nja, the head of Swedish Covenant’s (ECC) National Committee
charged with investigating “allegations” of misconduct within the denomination. In the
enclosed copy of the letter to Chris Smith I revealed that Scott and Ginny’s story is on it.
Near the end of the letter to Dr. Nja the name Leonard “Bub” Baker is listed. He is the one who
molested Shea. I know he molested others but they have not yet chosen to speak out.
I will enclose a copy of the last page of the 1993 original. I will not add the black magic marker
to the second and third from last names. Those names are Jamie Prater and Heather Mount.
Heather’s married name is Heather Kool.
If you have followed the recent developments in this JP “controversy,” then this fact should
have some significance in my endeavor to use hindsight for the improvement of clarity and
vision.

F) CON’T 3
j.) CONCLUSION With hindsight we now have first person testimony and printed
documentation of the following: #1 The JP overlords knew the extent of what was going on
inside during the Enroth “firestorm.”#2 The Swedish Covenant executives were informed about
specific cases of serious sexual misconduct inside JP BEFORE Dr. Enroth’s involvement.
Back to the he said/he said situation. Whose statements shall we “take with a grain of salt?”
Whose statements are more likely to be an “accurate interpretation of events?”
Professor, you seem like a good man and a smart guy. I won’t insult your intelligence by spelling
out the conclusion.
j.) P.S. Fast forward about twenty years to 2013. Christianity Today gets wind of a
“controversy” surrounding JP and does another article. No need to beat a dead horse. This is
deja-vu all over again. If we don’t learn the lessons from history AND make changes, then the
same mistakes will continue to be made.
G) THE BUYER BEWARE TEST
If the wolves offer friendship, do not expect success.
It is a quote from the movie “Theeb.”
There is one simple test that I 100% guarantee will keep a person from being recruited into a
cult or toxic organization. It is designed for practical use. The underlying issues of Theology,
Psychology and Philosophy need not be understood to benefit from its use.
If one is considering becoming involved in a group, do enough research to find out what exmembers have to say about the joint. That’s it.
You can be guided from there. If all that is found is negative then ask the leaders for a list of
names of former members with which they are on good terms. If they won’t or can’t provide
such a list, then run like hell the other way. It works because ex-members of cults and/or toxic
organizations do not form alumni associations. They form support groups.
JP could not provide Ron Enroth with a list when he asked. Nor would JP provide a list to Ron
Henzel when he asked while writing his 2013 article on Jamie. (Available on The Midwest
Christian Outreach website.)

G) CON’T
This is what people do day in and day out in their lives. Get consumer reports. The ex’s have
consumed the group’s “spiritual services” and so are in the best position to issue a factual
report. This test is not any more complex than reading a restaurant review. It is a marvel to me
that many will do more research before buying a car or a household appliance than they will do
before turning over their lives and well-being to strangers.
80% negative 20% positive? Stay away. 20% negative 80% positive? Proceed. 50-50? Your call.
However one will still benefit. This is because the leaders, recruiters and current members will
accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative from their accounts. They will paint a very
positive and rosy picture. What cult ever said they were a cult? That would be counterproductive to recruitment efforts, now wouldn’t it? At minimum if one gets involved your eyes
and ears will be open to the potential pitfalls that membership may bring.
Without fail and without doubt ALWAYS do this test when confronted with an organization
whose rhetoric or model contains one of the following red flags:
1) Name Change. Either for the members or if the leader(s) are calling themselves by a
“spiritual” moniker.
2) First Century or Book of Acts.
3) Overly apocalyptical or End Times rhetoric.
4) They tout themselves as having Exclusive Truth, Higher Revelations or Explained Mysteries
not available anywhere else.
5) Overly legalistic and/or Sin focused rhetoric.
6) The word Family in their title or overly emphasized in their literature or sales pitch.
The results will vary in accordance to the nature of the organization. But I do guarantee that it
will keep a person out of the more dangerous organizations----whatever label eventually gets
affixed to them.

H) INTO OZ
Well my little pretty, you are not in Kansas anymore. I will give you 1) The definition of a cult, 2)
The methodology for research, 3) The evidence needed to prove or disprove the definition.
First a few notes. #1 Beliefs do not matter. You are dealing with the delusional. It does not
matter what a delusional believes. Whether they believe themselves to be Napoleon, Mother
Mary, Batman or God’s anointed prophet. The quick definition of a delusional: A person who is
convinced that what he/she believes is true (or THE TRUTH) simply and only because they
think/believe it. The beliefs are symptoms of and justifications/excuses for behavior whose
causes and antecedents are to be found deeper in the human psyche.
#2 Because of this forget what you think you know about Free-Will, intelligence, rationality and
Reason. Cults are not cognitive. (Neither is addiction) Think of the William Golding novel “The
Lord of the Flies.” We are in the presence of the subconscious ((NOT the Jungian fairy tale of
“The Unconscious,” There is a huge difference in what these terms signify.)). These
subconscious phenomenon are primal, elemental, mechanistic (i.e. stimuli-response),
animalistic and far more powerful than the small rational slice of the monkey-brain pie.
#3 Consider: When does skepticism become suspicion then become paranoia? You will never
find a non-suspicious paranoid or Conspiracy Theorist. When does faith become deceptively
idealistic then become delusion? You will never find a delusional who is not a “true” believer.
When does dedication to a cause become extremism then become fanaticism? You will never
find a wishy washy fanatic or a freedom loving Fascist. The “become” and “then become” links
are psychological phenomenon. Reflexive, Habitual, Unconscious Responses. The stronger they
are the farther down the river/scale you go. Go far enough and you are brainwashed. Think
Pavlov’s Dog and conditioning.
I’m getting ahead of myself here. To clarify: I am not a big fan of B. F. Skinner. I don’t know how
in God’s creation he has a reputation for being a humanist. His theories are mechanistic to the
point of robotic. They have validity when describing a particular class of elemental
psychological phenomena. Also valuable as a counter-point to many an overly idealized
psychological –ism. But his theories should never be used has a general rule or overarching
thematic scheme in in therapeutic practice. I once has a therapist tell me that it would be a
dream come true if B.F.’s theories were advanced to the point of completion in explaining
human behavior. Riiight. Well, it’s been done. It’s called Scientology. I stopped seeing that one
two sessions later. I didn’t get the refund I asked for. LOL.
#4 Most importantly: you cannot identify a cult from the outside. Nor can you prove a cult to be
a cult from the outside.

H) CON’T 1
A cult is an organization defined by the presence of two things: 1A) Slavery and 1B) Deception.
Both will be in evidence and must be present to meet the definition
The pre-Civil War socioeconomic model in the South was the former but without the latter. It
wasn’t cultic. There was no misunderstanding the purpose of the model.
1A) SLAVERY: Power is the ability of a person /group to dictate the terms of existence for
another person/group. Rules, regulations, laws, and customs are all necessary and valuable
mechanisms for social cohesion at all levels, from family to nation. When that power is
exercised solely/primarily for the benefit of the dictators and to the detriment of the dictatees
then it is exploitive. A cult is always exploitive and will deprive and severely limit not only its
members choices but the very ability to exercise choice.
You will never find an egalitarian cult. One doesn’t have to be in a cult to be exploited but if one
is, you will be.
It is a given.

1B) DECEPTION: Two expressions. Outside and Inside. All cults are a con job. Think bait and
switch. Bait: join and benefit. Switch: join and be exploited and deprived of your basic human
rights. All cults will hide this from the surrounding society. There is a “too good to be true” vibe
about the group that will be evident in all they say about themselves. For an example of this
you only have to go through the FIC’s 1995 magazine issue about cults. What a rouges gallery of
nasty groups you had in there. Tim, they certainly fooled you.
So why do people join cults? Why do people buy lottery tickets? In the latter because one is
chasing a dream of financial security and freedom. In the former because we were chasing a
dream of emotional security. It is not any more complicated than a song lyric. Looking for love
in all the wrong places.
Inside the group it is the presence of brainwashing. You won’t find a cult without it and if you
find a group where this is not present then you do not have a cult. Same consideration as
above. One DOES NOT have to be in a cult to be brainwashed but if one is, you will be. Again: It
is a given. Recently the phenomenon of a “home grown terrorist” becoming “self-radicalized“
has been noted. That self-radicalization process is brainwashing.
An overview: It is on a river/continuum that , very simply, goes belief/faith becomes
indoctrination then becomes brainwashing. There are a lot of psychological gray areas both in
between and within the stages. The same case as with rules, regulations, laws. Belief and faith
have their necessary uses and benefits as long as one remembers that they are unproven or in
most cases UNPROVABLE either pro or con.

H) CON’T 2
You can even get away with believing that your beliefs are absolute. I only have to look to as far
as my dad to see how Catholicism played a huge and positive role in his life and that I too
benefited from his faith. The trouble begins when one forgets that faith is not fact and turns it
into ABSOULUTE FACT or more commonly called, THE TRUTH. It is that “forgetting” you did this
that is deceptive and opens the door for the brainwashing.
To return to the definition of a cult: You will always see the indoctrination of an ideology.
Webster’s defines ideology as the systematic body of concepts or visionary theorizing. It
doesn’t matter what the ideology is, only that it becomes absolute fact. What started as a
theory/concept is now the TRUTH. You can do this with almost anything. Theism, Atheism,
Belief, Scripture, Reason, Love, the Historical Dialectic, and on and on. The words are
capitalized or are used as if they were. The the addition of the suffix –ism is common. Odd that
nobody uses the word Gravityism. LOL None of them are real. These super capitalized concepts
and isms have no existence. They do not take up three dimensional space. Nor can they be
objectively verified (or often disproven) outside of their ideological underpinning. They are
Sacred Abstractions. They will always be expressed in platitudes, euphemisms and tautologies.
Most are openly altruistic but at minimum their adherents claim they are a beneficial.
They are at best dreams and pack an emotional punch. The internal human reactions/feelings
are certainly real and sometimes profound. But the ideology itself is not. People attribute their
own personal psychological response to the ideology. This is to mistake an unreal
theory/concept for a real thing. It is to live backwards in the world. It is to try to fashion the
world according to a dream instead of fashioning your dreams according to the real world.
People are more in love with their ideas than with themselves.
In a cult the overlords will always enforce the obedience to the Sacred Belief. The techniques
vary and the more coercive the nastier the cult is. The stories will be abundant in ex-member
accounts. The net result will be an emotional and mental slavery. The emotional will result in a
childlike dependence on the group. The mental will be a loss of reasoning ability in any and all
issues around the indoctrinated ideology. A simplistic duality: good/bad, right/wrong, true/false
us/them, friend/enemy. The mistaken absolute will be defended at all costs. It doesn’t take
long for things to get extreme.
Exploitation and Brainwashing
I can’t make it any simpler than that.

It isn’t any more complex than that.

H) CON’T 3
2) METHODOLOGY—THE INSIDE STORY: I have written how to do this and given some
guidelines in the enclosed letter to Chris Smith. People know when they have been conned and
exploited. Those in a cult were brainwashed, not lobotomized. Rule #1 will always apply: No
matter how bad you think a group is, if it is a cult, it will be far worse than you could have
imagined. A lie at root is calling what is false true and what is true false. The full flower of this is
a 180 flip of reality. Some mistakenly call this ironic. It is a symptom and will be seen when/if
the vast and detailed stories of the ex-members of a group are gathered and analyzed. That Dr.
Shupe can state that ex-member testimony must be taken with a grain of salt is a 180 flip of
reality. The truth is our testimony is the most reliable.
3) EVIDENCE: Again I have touched on this in the above mentioned reference. Bring in what you
know is true from the field of Psychology. This would be easier if the field ever recognizes that
brainwashing exists as a mental illness with a clear symptomology. Until then there is enough
helpful information to arrive at definitive conclusions about the functionality/toxicity of any
given group. With all due respect to Dr.’s Singer and Lifton, they sent the study of this
phenomenon down a cul-de-sac. What they have written is true when dealing with extreme
and overt COERISION but they barely touch on the fact that the majority of cases involve
SEDUCTION. They treated it as if it was uncommon and rare. It is not. The number of people
who are heavily indoctrinated (pre-brainwashed) is in the tens of millions in this country alone.
I’ll write out the details of it when I get a chance.
I) CONCLUSION
Specifically I am asking FIC to delete the Jesus People of Chicago from their directory and I am
asking for your help to bring this about.
The situation is not complex. FACT #1: FIC promotes a humanistic philosophy of the betterment
of humankind through communal living. FACT #2: FIC promotes and misguidedly DEFENDS
groups/cults that violate this philosophy in every conceivable way. A 180 flip of reality. How
ya’ll handle my request will give me a good idea of how far along the continuum of
Belief/indoctrinated/Brainwashed you are. I am guessing towards the heavily indoctrinated.
Hope to hear from you. You have my contact info.

Shawn Haugh

The Dr. SCHUPE article can be accessed at:
http://www.ic.org/community-bookstore/product/88-fall-1995-intentional-communities-and-cults/

The Dr. MILLER article can be accessed at:

http://www.ic.org/wiki/cults-intentional-communities/

